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The fourth meeting of the 2014-2017 Triennium was held on 6th May 2015 at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham. 

Bill Seddon, a lay representative at General Synod for St Albans’ Diocese, talked about the elections for the 

new General Synod Quinquennium due in Autumn 2015. The lay and clergy members of Deanery Synod 

would be eligible to vote to elect five Diocesan representatives for the respective Houses at General Synod. 

The importance of using our votes was stressed, as often only 50% of eligible votes were cast, and this could 

lead to anomalous results. He noted some important issues that would be coming to the new General Synod; 

1] a general look at human sexuality, to allow Church membership to live together though disagreeing [Good 

Disagreement”] ;2] What is the Church of England and how to keep a Church to hand on? – spending 

resources today to expand the Church of tomorrow; 3] The Archbishop of Canterbury’s plans for discipleship 

and mission, which will require “Discipleship Action Plans” to be produced by parishes. 

 

The fifth meeting of the 2014-2017 Triennium was held on 16th September 2015 at All Saint’s, Hockerill. 

The Revd Jeanette Gosney, the Diocesan Parish Development Officer, gave a talk on resources available to 

aid the development of “Lay Ministry” at parish to deanery level. The “Equipping God’s People” programme 

provides source material for a variety of courses that could be run in parish or deanery, but it would be helpful 

to have a person to act as deanery coordinator. The “Lay Leaders of Worship” is a strategy to enable a regular 

service to be held at every church on a Sunday, by enabling Lay Leaders to lead non-Eucharistic services in 

the absence of clergy. The Diocesan “Lay Ministry Strategy” which ties into “Living God’s Love”, is still a 

work in progress. It aims to resource parishes to enable individuals to take up a “Ministry” by giving them 

confidence in their faith and finding particular roles that utilise their gifts and talents to the benefit of the 

church and the local community. 

 

The Deanery Synod communion service was held at St James, High Wych on 11th November 2015 

 

The seventh meeting of the 2014-2017 Triennium was held on 3rd February 2016 at St James, Thorley. The 

main talk given by Mr Chris Neilson, the “Church and Community Officer” for the Diocese, was about the 

refugee crisis. He noted the importance not to confuse the more general term migrant [someone moving to a 

new area for whatever reason], with the more specific refugee/ asylum seeker [someone escaping an area for 

self-preservation as a result of war/persecution/crisis]. It is not the refugees that should be seen as the real 

problem, but the cause of them fleeing their homeland. Though it is important to meet the immediate needs of 

the refugees, the long term solution requires a resolution to the conflict/crisis with a meaningful stable 

outcome. The regeneration of the afflicted area to make it fit for the displaced population to return, requires a 

long term sustained input from the International Community. There is a danger that many of the better 

educated/skilled refugees that find asylum in wealthy countries, may not be willing to return, which can make 

the regeneration of the area much more difficult. 

The Rural Dean, The Revd Anthony Giles, reported to Synod; 1] need to produce a Deanery MAP;            2] 

further discussions on future of Deanery evening services; 3] Living God’s Love 2020, every Deanery to 

organise an event for Autumn 2020 to launch the new phase of LDL. 

The Synod then approved the setting up of a committee to supervise the “Bishop’s Stortford Moral Welfare 

Fund”. The Fund’s object is to give grants to individuals or organisations “for the purpose of carrying out 

welfare work in the Bishop’s Stortford Deanery”. The new committee will be tasked with simplifying the 

application process and so make access to grants faster. 

  

 

 

Our current representatives are Margaret Fox, Rob Klincke, Peter Rixson and Graham Savage 
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