Hospitality
Sometimes some event, word, conversation, triggers an idea in our minds
which subsequent events seem to reinforce. It is as if someone is trying to tell
us something or encourage us to follow a particular train of thought, or maybe
to take some action that had not previously occurred to us. Something like this
has happened to me over the last few weeks and it concerns the word
‘hospitality’. I wonder what you think of immediately on reading that word!
Probably it says something to you about being with people, sharing a meal,
feeling welcome. That would certainly be true to the origin of the word
because it is derived from the Latin word hospes which means host or guest. It
is the root of our words ‘hospital’ and ‘hospice’ – places which host guests who
are sick.
But as I thought about this word with the Bible open, all sorts of illusions to
hospitality seemed to jump out at me. I began to realise that this word is
deeply embedded in the Christian story. Take for example the story of Joseph
and his brothers, which we were reading at Morning Prayer in the weeks before
Easter. Having pretended that their brother was dead, they sell him to some
travellers, who subsequently pass him on into Egyptian ownership. Joseph rises
to power in Egypt, and when a famine strikes, the impoverished brothers travel
to Egypt to get help. Joseph recognises them but they do not recognise him.
As the story unfolds, the brothers respond to Joseph’s instructions and return
to bring their father to Joseph, whereupon Joseph reveals himself. It is an
extraordinary story of hospitality, not only in the provision of his family’s needs
but, more deeply, in his forgiveness.
Or take the incident in Abraham’s story (Genesis 18), when three men appear
to Abraham. He recognises them as God’s personal presence, and immediately
he gets his household moving in giving provision to these three men. In this
encounter, they announce that Abraham’s wife is to have a son, greeted at first
with a laugh by Sarai who feels she is too old to bear children. As the three
men leave, Abraham knows more deeply the promises that God has given him
in the Covenant relationship that would lead to Jesus. This incident was
painted by the great Russian iconographer, Rublev, and is entitled ‘The
Hospitality of Abraham’. As people prayerfully concentrate on this icon, they
find that they are drawn into it. The three persons of God, Father, Son and
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Spirit, invite us to complete the circle, to share Abraham’s hospitality, to be
involved in his great story.
Think of Jesus and the numerous occasions when he was given hospitality,
sometimes by people that he would not be expected to mix with. On every
occasion, something more important than the gathering together for a meal is
happening. People get to know him more deeply, things happen that
encourage good relationships, a healing takes place, stories are told that open
people's minds and hearts to what God’s kingdom is all about.
Every week in our Eucharist, the risen Lord invites us to share his hospitality as
we echo that scene in the upper room, which we thought about a week or so
ago, and receive from him the blessing of his sacrifice made once for all that we
might live. As we are sent out at the end of the service, we reflect that the only
response to such amazing hospitality is to be hospitable people ourselves. This
means not just inviting our friends, or people we like, for a meal now and again.
It is about becoming much more deeply aware of the needs of others, more
open to opportunities to express God’s loving welcome, more sensitive to the
difference between what people say about themselves and what they are really
feeling.
So hospitality has been a theme running through my life over these last few
weeks and it has shown itself in many ways. It has been humbling to share in
the hospitality of the Night Shelter for those who currently have no home. It
has been rewarding to give hospitality to a small group doing the Alpha Course
in our home. In our visit to our link parish in Italy in January, we shared so much
with our friends there but all of it was made possible by their generous
hospitality. The Cursillo movement has at its heart an amazing hospitality which
embraces not only those who come to a weekend, but a wide circle of Christian
folk in different parts of the world who support us with their prayers. During
this year Pauline and I are making time to be hospitable to friends, whom we
do not see very much, by staying in different parts of the country near where
they live.
Hospitality in our church is expressed in many different ways, but it must always
be much more than just a welcome, important though that beginning is.
Hospitality means putting ourselves out to befriend people, to listen to them,
to encourage participation, maybe to pray with them, and, above all, to invite
them into a deeper relationship with God. The writer of the letter to the
Hebrews says, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing
that some have entertained angels without knowing it”. (Hebrews 13:2) Seen
any angels lately? How hospitable are you?
Derek Hinge
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St Michael’s Mothers Union
On the morning of Saturday 4th March, a group of MU members met together
in the WCC to make the posies, for children, at the Mothering Sunday Service.
Great fun - over tea/coffee and biscuits - was had by our ladies, as can be seen
from the photo. As can also be seen, the children were delighted with them.
The posies were lovely and my thanks to the members for their time and
contribution.

Our AGM on Wednesday, March 9th, which Derwyn kindly agreed to Chair, was
very well attended and progressed smoothly. Unfortunately our Deanery
President, Kim Wilkinson, was unable to attend and talk on the MU theme for
the year, A Celebration of Faith, owing to family matters. However, our new
member, Pam Townsend, stepped in at the last moment and told us about
some of her experiences as Principle of the Chiltern Nursery College, where she
was for eleven years. We are fortunate to have so many members who have
lead such interesting lives. Again, many thanks.
At our next meeting, to be held at 2pm on Wednesday, April 13th, Pat Forrest,
who is the warden for Birchanger Woods, will speak on a subject close to home.
Visitors are most welcome to join us.
Heather Johns.
Branch Leader.
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News from St Michael’s School
Over recent weeks the children have been thinking carefully about each
aspect of The Lord’s Prayer. The children have come up with ideas as to what
“Give us this day our daily bread” really means and Year 5 and 6 wrote poems
together during their Collective Worship time. One group focussed on
Promises: “God has always promised that, when you are alone, God will really
care and you will not be alone. God has always promised, that you will get your
daily bread, because in the Lord’s Prayer, that’s what he said. God has always
promised he’ll be our shining light, to make the darkness go away and make the
world shine bright. God has always made promises, promises that he can keep.
But we have to wait patiently for the things we want”.
Another group wrote about God will and another God provides.
World Book Day was recognised and the Nursery children all shared some
favourite books and talked about books that they liked to share with their
family, friends and school. It was lovely in that the children liked so many
different texts and it gave lots of ideas for future reading!
There have been some wonderful visits this term too: Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic
day out at Colne Valley Railway going back in time. They learnt about the
important role of a signal man and saw all the levers they used to pull in the
signal box and then had great fun travelling on the steam train and even got to
drive it!
Reception visited Science Alive in Harlow where they got to attend a fun
workshop learning about the body, space, 3D shapes and much more. It was
also exciting for them to go on a coach and have a packed lunch!
Year 4 enjoyed a fascinating visit
to Bletchley Park, home of the
famous wartime code breakers
and the birthplace of the
modern computer age. The class
had a chance to look around the
huts where the vital work to read
the Germans’ coded messages
was carried out in complete
secrecy
and
then
they
participated in a workshop which
gave them an opportunity to crack messages using a variety of codes as well as
being able to use one of the original German Enigma machines. The day was
summed up with the comment that “Bletchley continues to be relevant to our
lives today as the place where computing started”.
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Meanwhile, back at School a visitor
came in with an authentic spacesuit
and gave a talk about what it is like in
space and to be an astronaut. Megan
Stroud from year 6 was allowed to try
the spacesuit on but it took six people
to help her into it! There were also
demonstrations of the training that
astronauts need to complete before
going into space, such as ensuring
they have fast reaction time. This
workshop was a warm-up to Space
Week as part of National Space Week
later in the term. For this special
activities were organised for the
pupils which included a visit from a
mobile planetarium, workshops from
visiting scientists and space-related
activities in the classroom and to start
the week off the pupils and staff came
to school dressed up as a “Science
Word”. I was privileged to see some absolutely wonderful photographs of so
many of the pupils – and staff - and could only admire the imagination and skill
displayed in their costumes.
Under the Building Learning Power initiative the focus is the Have a Go hero
which means encouraging the children to have the courage to try something
new, tackle something they find tricky and practice to get better.
As part of the celebrations of the Queen’s 90th birthday schools in the area
were invited to take part in creating large scale pieces of art to be displayed in
Jackson Square and St Michael’s were the only ones to respond. Here is the
result which was led by Years 5 and 6.
Finally, the children are still giving wonderful support to the school in
Nabikabala by collecting coins. They have all been given little red bags and
asked to place silver coins in them, the target being 30 coins (being linked to
Lent and Judas). All money raised will help the link school complete the roof of
the hall already built.
Rosemary Thomson - Foundation Governor
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THE NEXT CURSILLO WEEKEND IN ST ALBANS
DIOCESE WILL TAKE PLACE BETWEEN
12TH AND 15TH MAY 2016
AT FELDEN LODGE, BOXMOOR, Nr HEMEL HEMPSTEAD.

IF YOU THINK THAT YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN
ATTENDING AND MAKING YOUR OWN CURSILLO

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE
WWW.STALBANSCURSILLO.COM
TO FIND OUT WHAT IS INVOLVED,
AND HOW TO SIGN UP.
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BUMPER
COFFEE
MORNING!
ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
SAT 30th April
10am – NOON
variety of stalls
including
homemade cakes,cards
jewellery, bric a brac
books
childrens activity
all welcome
bring a friend, browse and buy
enjoy cake and coffee
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Don’t Forget Messy
Church
4pm
Sunday 10th April
———————————

On the
lighter
side !
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Miss Pye and Mr Barber
The recently published book, ‘The Fortunes of Francis Barber by Michael
Bundock has re-aroused my interest in the age of Dr Johnson and his
connection with St Michael’s. This was a long established interest of Miss Pye ,
a member of the Friends who is remembered in the window in the South Porch
and has stimulated me to prepare a presentation for the AGM of the Friends on
Wednesday 15th June at 7.30 in the Windhill Centre. I was recently able to see
the account book of John Phillips, a hatter who served the quality of Bishop’s
Stortford in the later eighteenth century which is preserved in Hertfordshire
Archives and Local Studies at County Hall in Hertford, which includes mention
of Mr Barber’s new hats purchased in 1769 and 1770.
Francis Barber was the black
servant of Dr Johnson who
became more like a son to
him, being sent for 4 years
to learn Latin and Greek
here
and
no
doubt
Francis Barber
Dr Johnson
attending St Michael’s week
by week. He was with Johnson when he died and received the bulk of his
possessions as residuary legatee in the Dr’s will. I like to think of him with the
other boys from the school among the memorials to other contemporary vicars
and schoolmasters who made the school among the most well respected at the
time.
Miss Pye was a member of the Johnson Society and contributor to their journal,
apart from being 90 years a Stortford resident leaving a magnificent
benefaction to the Museum at the Rhodes Centre. Her relations have recently
given papers of hers relating to the window and her correspondence to the
church and the museum. This material makes a fascinating source and will be
shared at the Friends’ meeting to which all are invited.
Helen Gibson.
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Country file April 2016
Welcome friend to my country garden. We thought that all the daffodils and
spring flowers would be well over by Easter, but by looking at my garden, I
really think nature will be awash with colour to welcome once again the Risen
Christ. My daffodils appear to have taken it in turn to show off, the early ones
were the very old bulbs which have been in the ground for many years and the
new arrivals are those I planted in the late autumn.
Spring is such an exciting time of the year with the timeless music of the dawn
chorus and soon we will hopefully hear the male cuckoo, cuckooing for a mate;
the female makes a long drawn out chuckling, a call one very rarely hears.
Here in the countryside the cuckoo appears around the middle of April.
As in previous years I have
acquired
a
resident
pheasant. I am calling this
new arrival ‘Claude’ and he
has yet to find himself a
mate, which considering
the magnificence of his
colouring
is
rather
surprising. Male pheasants
are unmistakable with their
iridescent copper plumage
decorated with the full
range of rainbow colours;
dark
greens,
glossed
purple, red and wearing the
distinctive
white
‘dog
collar’. In stark contrast,
the female is very plain and insignificant. This bird is not a native of our
country even though it has been around for a very long time, and thought to
have been introduced by the Normans. I read recently that Thomas a Becket
was said to have enjoyed a meal of pheasant just before his murder in 1170.
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When you next visit me the woodlands will be shimmering under dappled
spring sunlight and aglow with swathes of beautiful bluebells all looking
resplendent in their Easter bonnets. These wild flowers spread very slowly, the
heavy black seeds are not easily airborne and so tend to cultivate their own
little close colony. One reason these woodland flowers flourish is that bluebells
are poisonous, which the deer seem to know, so leave them alone.

I am very happy to see deer and for these amazing animals to gather and graze
in my little wooded area, but do object to them scuffing up the lawn and eating
my young shrubs. Currently there is a herd of about 15 around this area, which
whilst spectacular to watch, is also very worrying when a group of this size
decide to graze in my garden. Some years ago a neighbour knocked a young
fawn over when it suddenly darted out in front of him. He naturally stopped
the car and went to see how he could help. The animal was terrified and gave
him a really nasty bite on his wrist which resulted in several operations, a
salutary lesson when dealing with a wild animal, which on the face of it
appears very harmless.
Well my dear, lovely as it is to talk to you, I must go and start pruning my roses
and cutting back my grasses.
Many blessings, and see you next month.
June
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Bishops Stortford Choral Society
Directed by Richard Brain
and
Accompanied by Musica Donum Dei
Present

Elgar - The Music Makers
and

Vaughan Williams - Five Mystical Songs
at

All Saints Church, Stansted Road, Bishops Stortford
on

Saturday 21st May 2016 at 7.30pm.
Tickets are available in advance through Bishops Stortford Tourist Information,
Market Square, or on the door.
The Choral Society welcomes new members and its contact details are on its
website: http://www.singwithbscs.org.uk/ .
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Recipe of the month
We are spoiled these days with supermarkets providing a wide range of vegetables
virtually all the year round so the seasonality of foods is becoming a thing of the
past. However fresh vegetables grown locally can still taste better and springtime
brings asparagus.
This recipe will feed 4

Chicken, Pea and Asparagus Risotto
Method

Ingredients
For the risotto
olive oil, for frying
2 onions, sliced
400g/14oz arborio risotto rice
splash white wine
1 litre/1¾ pint hot vegetable stock
salt and freshly ground black pepper
200g/7oz fresh peas, blanched
200g/7oz asparagus, blanched
400g/14oz baby spinach
1 tbsp chopped fresh basil
75ml/2½fl oz double cream

For the chicken
oil, for frying
salt and freshly ground black pepper
4 chicken breasts, skin on
chicken or vegetable stock, to cover
parmesan shavings, to serve

1. Preheat the oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6.
2. For the risotto, heat the oil in a pan
and fry the onion until soft. Add the
rice and stir well, then add the wine
and simmer until reduced completely.
Add a good ladleful of the hot stock
and stir continuously. When all this
has been absorbed, add more stock.
Continue adding more stock, stirring
continuously, until the rice is cooked.
3. Season with salt and freshly ground
black pepper and stir in the peas,
asparagus, spinach, basil and cream
4. For the chicken, season the chicken
breasts well with salt and freshly
ground black pepper. Heat the oil in a
frying pan and place the chicken
breasts skin-side down. Fry the
chicken breasts on both sides until
lightly browned.
5. Place the chicken breasts in an
ovenproof dish and pour in enough
stock to come one third of the way up
the sides of the chicken breasts. Place
in the oven for 15 minutes, or until
completely cooked through.
6. To serve, place the risotto into
serving bowls. Slice the chicken and
place on top of the risotto, then
sprinkle with parmesan shavings.
Based on a recipe from Simon Rimmer

18

19

20

21

Paint with God and Quiet Days at Albury
Next are: Paint with God Days - Thursday 14th April
- Thursday 5th May
Quiet Days

- Thursday 28th April
- Thursday 26th May

‘Paint with God Days’ or ‘Quiet Days’
are from 10.30am until 3.30pm
Please bring packed lunch – tea and coffee provided
There is a charge of £2 each to cover costs.
For more information and to book your place please ring June on 771756

Make Lunch Bishop’s Stortford is part of a national
network of Make Lunch schemes that provide free,
hot and nutritious meals for families, on weekdays
throughout school holidays.
You are invited to join our holiday scheme over the
Easter holidays.
The club will take place between 4th and 6th April
from 11:30am to 1pm. It will be held in The Charis
centre, Water Lane, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2JZ.
As part of the club, there will be craft activities for
primary school aged children.
Any siblings and parents are more than welcome to join us too, but please note
that all children (under 18 years) will need to be registered on arrival at the club,
and all children must be accompanied by their parent/carer.
If your family would like to attend Make Lunch Bishop’s Stortford it would be
helpful if you could register using the details below. Booking is helpful but not
necessary. We do however encourage those with specific dietary requirements to
let us know in advance so that we can cater accordingly.
Pete Williams Tel: 01279 461 231 Email: office@thecommunitychurch.org.uk
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Calendar April 2016
2nd Saturday

10.00am

Fabric Committee Working Group

3rd Sunday

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

All Age Communion

1.00pm

Company on Sunday Lunch

10.00am

Craft Group WCC 1/2

11.00am

Lady Day Service Followed by in WCC CH

7.30pm

Alpha Course WCC CH

10.00am

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

9th Saturday

7.00pm

Quiz Night WCC CH

10th Sunday

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Communion

12.30pm

Baptism

4.00pm

Messy Church

6.00pm

Evensong

11th Monday

7.30pm

Alpha Course WCC CH

13th Wednesday

9.30am

Tots Tea Toys WCC CH

10.00am

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

9.30am

Church Home Group WCC CH

10.30am

Paint with God Albury

11.00am

Service at Conewood

15th Friday

9.30am

Holy Communion BCP

16th Saturday

7.30pm

Organ Recital Simon Johnson (see page 15)

4th Monday

6th Wednesday

14th Thursday

23

17th Sunday

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Communion

6.00pm

Choral Evensong

10.00am

Craft Group WCC CH

10.30am

Wardens Meeting WCC 1

7.30pm

PCC Meeting WCC CH

7.30pm

Alpha Course 12 Avenue Road

9.30am

Tots Tea Toys WCC CH

10.00am

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

10.00am

Cursillo Training Day WCC CH

1.30pm

Wedding

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Communion

11.40am

Annual Parochial Church Meeting WCC CH

6.00pm

Evensong

4.30pm

Worship Home Group WCC 1

7.30pm

Alpha Course 12 Avenue Road

26th Tuesday

8.00pm

Fabric Committee WCC 1/2

27th Wednesday

9.30am

Tots Tea Toys WCC CH

10.00am

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

9.30am

Church Home Group WCC CH

10.30am

Quiet Day Albury

10.00am

Bumper Coffee Morning

18th Monday

20th Wednesday

23rd Saturday

24th Sunday

25th Monday

28th Thursday
30th Saturday
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Baptisms
We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
28th February

Hayden Skinner

Funerals
We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of:
Anne Arnell

21st March

Lilian Field

22nd March

John Skelton

23rd March

New Contributors are always welcome!
—————————————The next Magazine will be the issue for May 2016
The deadline for items for inclusion is Sunday 10th April
Please send items to Robert Oliver
email: r.oliver2803@btinternet.com or Tel: 07918 121372
alternatively leave in the tray in the Parish Office
Please include photographs when appropriate Thank you

