
  

The greatest story ever told? 
 

I wonder: what do you think makes a good story? What makes a tale that grips 
your attention and makes you come back to it time and time again? 

If the soap operas are anything to go by, key ingredients might be romance, 
conflict, love, loyalty, lust and loss, with a sprinkling of sex, violence and 
betrayal to spice things up. These elements seem to keep millions of faithful 
viewers interested for decades. And they are features you’ll find in the novels 
and films that captivate those people for whom Emmerdale or Hollyoaks are a 
foreign country. Someone once said that there are only 7 kinds of story - 
overcoming the monster; rags to riches; the quest; voyage and return; comedy; 
tragedy; rebirth - and all the stories ever told just mix them up in different 
ways. They’re certainly all there in the scriptures. 

I’ve been spending the last three months immersed in the Old Testament (OT), 
learning some Hebrew, reading the text of the Hebrew Bible, and studying 
scholarly books about Old Testament Theology. It’s been an immense privilege 
for which I am very grateful. 

It’s taught me all sorts of lessons, which I hope will filter into my preaching, 
praying and teaching in time to come. Top among them has been a desire 
simply to make the OT better known. It really is the most incredible story – 
filled with all those elements which make soap operas compelling – and many 
more. The romance of Ruth and Boaz, the conflict between Moses and 
Pharaoh, the love of Hosea for Gomer. The loyalty of Elijah and David’s lust for 
Bathsheba and betrayal of Uriah. If you want a good read, there’s nothing 
better. And even if Eastenders runs for another 30 years, I really don’t think it 
will match the long-term popularity of Genesis (and I don’t mean the band). For 
the OT doesn’t just tell us an infinitely intricate and fascinating human story 
(though it surely does): the OT also tells us how God’s hand is upon that story 
at every stage. You see, as well as having great stories, the OT is part of a grand 
overarching story – of which you and I can be a part, if we wish.  
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Though the OT comes from a different culture and may be hard to understand, 
it can be helpful to see the OT as Acts 1 to 3 of a six-Act drama. The Old 
Testament gives us Act 1: ‘Creation’, Act 2: ‘Fall’ and Act 3: ‘God’s salvation 
begins through Israel’. The New Testament carries on this story with Act 4: 
‘God’s salvation is completed in Jesus’, Act 5: ‘The Church lives in the Spirit’ and 
finally Act 6: ‘God consummates everything in the new heavens and new 
earth’. Understanding which Act of the drama you’re reading about is key to 
interpreting the different strands of scripture, and drawing appropriate lessons 
for Christian living. For example, the OT laws about not eating shellfish and not 
wearing mixed fibres apply to Act 3, where God is calling a distinct nation, 
Israel. He wants them to serve him in visible holiness and purity, which he 
defines in Leviticus. In Act 5 (where we are now living) the principle of God’s 
people being holy and pure remains – the church is a new Israel. But particular 
laws which were key in Act 3 have had their day, and need to be interpreted in 
that light. So Christians can eat prawn cocktail and wear cotton-polyester 
clothes with a clear conscience! But we still need to ask how we shall live with 
distinctiveness, if we too are to be ‘a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’. 

There’s so much that could be said about the OT – and I hope I’ll find the right 
moments to share some of it. But why not take a dip into it yourself? Dig out 
that children’s Bible and re-familiarise yourself with some of the great stories. 
Or take a plunge into the full text: Ruth, Jonah and the Joseph stories (Genesis 
37-50) are manageable places to start. Or maybe your home group would like 
to take an OT theme – ‘Abraham’ by Meg Warner could be a starting point, or 
‘Joseph’ by Sara Savage. Both those books are good for individual reflection 
too. Perhaps as congregations (and preachers!) we should try to make sure we 
really focus on Sunday OT readings and not just the Gospel (note to self!). One 
way or another, might we hear afresh the wonderful story of the Old 
Testament – the indispensable beginning of the greatest story ever told? 

Derwyn. 

Thank You! 

A huge thanks to all of the St Michael’s family for their prayers, thoughts and 
good wishes over the past eighteen months. It is impossible to exaggerate 
what it has meant to Pat and I to be part of such a caring Church.  

Thank you all. 

Dick Prime 
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St Michael’s School awarded  

Religious Education Quality Mark 

 
St Michael’s School has been awarded the highest level – GOLD – in the RE 
Quality Mark assessment carried out at the end of the summer term.  
The REQM is a national award, which recognises good practice and high quality 
learning in RE. Schools can choose to participate and must gather evidence of 
work done in RE. The process is a rigorous one and the assessment involves an 
REQM assessor spending time in school, scrutinising the evidence, talking to 
children about their experiences in RE and meeting with the RE Subject Leader 
and Headteacher. 
The fact that the children played an important part in the process was 
invaluable. The assessor was very impressed with their answers and 
comments. It was evident that they enjoy R.E. and are actively involved and 
engaged in their lessons. These are some of the things they had to say: 
‘We enjoy our discussions in R.E. and like to ask questions that nobody really 
knows the answers to.’ 
‘I like learning about other people’s beliefs because when we know more about 
them, we can respect them.’ 
The REQM enables the school to drive forward the message that we are 
committed to providing our children with the chance to explore the big ideas of 
religion and belief and to think about what matters in their own lives. 
Examples of children’s RE work is regularly displayed on the School Board in the 
WCC. 
 

Sue Halliwell 
RE Subject Leader 

Recognising 
outstanding 
learning in 
religious 
education 
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St Michael’s Mothers Union 

Bishop's Stortford Deanery Prayer Pilgrimage 

In 1876 the Mothers' Union was started by a vicar's wife, named Mary Sumner, 
in Old Alresford, Hampshire. From this small beginning there has grown a 
worldwide organisation of over four million members in 85 countries. 

Mary Sumner is commemorated in the Anglican Church's calendar on August 
9th and members of Mothers' Union hold special events on that day. This year 
members of the Deanery committee organised a Prayer Pilgrimage to visit and 
explore five churches in the Bishop's Stortford Deanery.  

The tour started at St. James, Thorley, 
and after a short service and a blessing 
given for the local community, the group 
drove to St. Cecilia's in Little Hadham. 
This church has a three-tier pulpit and 
some interesting embroideries. We 
particularly liked the new wedding 
kneelers featuring two white doves with 
the quotation "Love endures all things". 

The third destination was St. 
Mary the Virgin, Braughing 
where we had mid-day 
prayers for members 
worldwide. We also talked 
about the Chibok school girls 
captured by Boko Haram and 
prayed that they would soon 
be returned safely to their 
families. More members 
joined us for lunch and 
fellowship in the church hall. 

 



5 

After lunch we continued our 
journey to St Catherine's 
church, Sacombe, where we 
prayed for each other and 
ourselves " May we be 
empowered to respond to 
God's love through our service 
within Mothers' Union."  We 
enjoyed exploring this light and 
airy church which has a 
beautiful display of colourful 
pictures painted by Swedish 
artist Christina Pattison who 
now lives in Barley, Herts. 

Our final service was held in Great St. 
Mary's, Sawbridgeworth, where 
some more Branch members joined 

us. The Deanery Secretary, Diane Moss, 
and Deanery Chaplain, Mary Howard, 
were thanked for all their hard work in 
planning and organising an inspiring 
journey of prayer and praise to 
churches in our area. 
. 
 Barbara Eldridge  
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Parish Visit to Waddesdon Manor  

Thursday 1 December 2016  
 

We are arranging an outing to this wonderful Rothschild National Trust Manor 
for the celebration of “Winter Light at Waddesdon” culminating with a light 
installation in the gardens and an imaginative Son et Lumiere on the façade of 
the House. Inside, their famous Christmas decorations are inspired by the 
Collection, themed around Magical materials from earth and sea. A coach has 
been booked together with entrance to the House and timed tours and there is 
also the opportunity to visit their Christmas Fair, shop, grounds and restaurant. 
The cost is £30 for travel and entrance whilst National Trust members just pay 
£16 for travel. Please complete the booking form in the welcome area and pay 
Rosemary as soon as you can! On receipt you will be given your own booking 
letter confirming all the information you need. There is also a copy of the actual 
booking letter by the signing up form for all the details. We can promise you a 
rather special day! 

Philip and Rosemary, Churchwardens: contact Rosemary on 758389 or 
r.thomson321@btinternet.com 

A Date for your Diary:- 
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Friends of St Michael’s Trip to Oxford 

Oxford is a long way to drive and parking is a pain, let alone the drive back.  
Why not join the Friends' trip on 17th Sept. There is a fabulous exhibition at the 
Ashmolean of underwater finds from Sicily and we have the opportunity to be 
guided round Christ Church College with its connections to Alice in Wonderland 
and also the Cathedral.  If we can fill the coach it may be cheaper for everyone. 
Forms are in church for return to Helen Gibson.   
 More details available from Rob Klinke (833523) or Helen Gibson (654970) 

Advance Notice 

Following the positive response to the idea from last month's Forum, John 
Emmett has arranged on behalf of CTBS to host a performance of Crosslight at 
the Charis Centre on Friday 24th March 2017. 
Crosslight is more than a piece of theatre; it is an act of worship, structured to 
ensure that the audience has time and opportunity to reflect on and respond 
to Christ's Passion. The play was newly written and toured by Riding Lights this 
year and was highly appreciated. It deals with the Passion through the 
anguish, guilt and confusion of the disciples after the crucifixion, emotions 
which are turned to joy as Easter Day dawns. In John's opinion, it is a play full 
of truth and insight and he highly recommends it.  
More details in the New Year. 

Dreaming Spires 
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Sponsor forms & information 
in the church welcome area  
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Children’s Society Collecting Boxes:   

We’ve now emptied the collecting boxes and counted all the money.  A total of 
£1,482.90 has been raised for the work of The Children’s Society – slightly up 
on last year and a very pleasing figure.   

We now have several new boxholders, so hope for a great result next year. 

Thanks to all our boxholders, and keep up the good work. 

Pat & Alan Matthews  

______________________________________________ 

On 

The 

Lighter 

Side! 
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 COFFEE  

MORNING! 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

SAT 29th October 
10am – 12noon 

 

Homemade Cakes and Preserves, Bric a Brac,  

Books and lots of other stalls to browse.  

You can make an early start on your Christmas shopping!! 

 

Enjoy a cup of coffee  

and a homemade cake while chatting to friends 

 

Details Pam J-C 504012 or jandpjc@dsl.pipex.com 
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THE  ‘FLOWER LADIES’  OF ST. MICHAEL’S 

I might refer to the ladies, however the group also 
includes one man who joined us about a year ago!  
The flower group is possibly one of the less 
obvious groups of people in church, although their 
work is visible for all congregations and visitors to 
see.  With the exception of Lent and Advent the 
church has an eye-catching arrangement of flowers 
in the Sanctuary each week, and displays of 
appropriate arrangements all round church for 
Christmas, Easter and Harvest Festival.  

We have a rota system for doing the Sanctuary and 
baptism candle arrangements each week and as 
many as possible are  needed for major festivals to 
decorate the church with an appropriate colour scheme and design.  We hope to 
fund the weekly arrangements and festivals by making a bit extra on costs for 
arranging flowers for weddings throughout the year, although some like to pay for 
the flowers themselves to commemorate a special occasion or in memory of a loved 
one but we do not expect arrangers to be out of pocket. Weddings are done on an ad 
hoc basis; depending on what the bride wants, we hope to recruit enough ladies to 
each do an arrangement and a few to do pew ends.   Arranging flowers brings the 
added task of top up watering and misting, and then removing dead flowers - the 
less glamorous side of the job! 

The flower ladies need to be reasonably nimble and not too frail, as the job may 
involve carrying buckets of water, flowers, pedestals or vases, and being able to stand 
on the pews or chairs.  We are appealing for more volunteers to replace those who 
are no longer able to help.  What you do not need to be is expert or even 
experienced in flower arranging.  We have experienced flower arrangers who are 
willing to teach or mentor those who might have an interest in joining the group but 
no experience.  For example, I have never had a flower arranging lesson in my life, 
but by looking at and copying others over the last year or so, I am now confident 
enough to do a sanctuary and baptism candle arrangement on my own, and even the 
odd pew end.  It is always a help if you have a garden from which you can glean some 
greenery and/or flowers, but not a necessity. 

We intend to have a get together of the flower group at the next big Saturday Coffee 
Morning, which I believe is at the end of October, so if you would consider joining 
our group, please speak to  either Claire or myself.  We look forward to welcoming 
you! 

Jenny Klincke, Tel:  833523 
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Country File – September 2016  
 

Hello dear friend, lovely to see you here at the cottage; let us go and sit in the 
gazebo and enjoy a refreshing glass of elderflower cordial.  Looking across the 
fields is a sheer delight at this time of the year; the stunning patchwork of fields 
and hedges, each field at a different stage of harvesting, the colours ranging 
from yellow and gold ochre, raw sienna, and the vandyke brown of the newly 
ploughed fields, and of course innumerable hues of green.  Many of the fields 
which a few weeks ago were all dancing and waving their golden ears of corn, 
are now short and stubby and festooned with hordes of greedy black crows and 
seagulls.   

Yes, really,  seagulls! At harvest time they flock in from the seaside to help with 
the harvesting.  Sitting in my garden with eyes closed listening to the chocking 
call of the gulls, takes me back over the years to beach holidays with the 
children.  The call of the seagull is so named as the bird commences its call with 
its head down, hence the chocking sound.  There are several other calls it 
makes, but the chocking call is the one we most associate with seaside 
memories. 

Our countryside has seen so many changes 
over the years since manual harvesting with 
the sickle and flail.  After cutting, the men 
would have to flail the corn with a hinged 
leather tool studded with nails (the Latin word 
for this was a tribulum, from the same root as 
the word tribulation.)  By the nineteenth 
century the 
sickle for 
reaping had 
been almost 
completely 

replaced by the scythe.  The threshing of the 
corn was the first to be mechanised, first by 
horse drawn equipment, then steam-driven 
ones which eventually progressed to the 
combine harvesting in the mid-twentieth 
century and today the very sophisticated hi-
tech machinery used.   
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I was speaking to a farmer’s wife this 
week who said her husband spends up to 
15 hours a day in his air-conditioned all 
singing dancing combiner, and he is as 
happy as ‘larry’.  How times have changed, 
gone are the days when the whole village 
would have been working together.  
Harvesting in bygone days would have 
been a wonderful community time when young and old joined in to bring in the 
harvest before the weather changed.  

My own little meadow was cut this week by a local farmer who still uses his 
very ancient tractor, chugging round the field followed by the crows and red 
kites.  The hay is not bundled up, but just left to rot down. 

Since seeing you last time, I have 
been very busy in the garden.  
There was one area of stinging 
nettles and ground elder which 
needed taming.  On clearing the 
weeds, I covered the area with a 
weed resistant membrane topped 
with bark and finished this little 
sitting area by adding a rustic 
wooden chair and an old iron 
cathedral shaped gate, beckoning 
ones imagination to a secret 
garden.  My next project is 
revamping the chicken run, more 
about this next time. 

Enjoy the remainder of our brief 
summer, a rare commodity in this 
little island.  

    God Bless. 

 

               June 
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There will hopefully be an account of this trip in the next issue.  

Let’s hope the weather on the east coast is kind! 

You are all invited to a  

Bring and Share Lunch 
To celebrate our Patronal Festival 

Sunday 25th September at 12:30pm 

Charnley Hall, WCC Centre  

Meat will be provided 

Please sign the lists in church for Salads and Desserts. 

Please let us know any dietary requirements 

You will need to bring your own drinks 

Details from Pam J-C 504012  jandpjc@dsl.pipex.com 
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Paint with God and Quiet Days at Albury  

  Next are: - 

Paint with God Days    Thursday 15th September 

       Thursday 13th October 

     Quiet Days          Thursday 29th September 

       Thursday 27th October 

‘Paint with God Days’ or ‘Quiet Days’  

are from 10.30am until 3.30pm 

Please bring packed lunch – tea and coffee 

provided 

There is a charge of £2 each to cover costs. 

For more information and to book your place please ring June on 771756 

Forthcoming Fund Raising Events  

Saturday 10th September 10.30am – 12noon.  Isabel Hospice Coffee Morning 
Markwell Pavilion, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2EL All welcome to coffee 
morning. Everyone welcome at the monthly Coffee Mornings, held on the 
second Tuesday of every month in the Markwell Pavillion, Bishop’s Stortford. 

Saturday 17th September 8pm. 90 Year Celebration by Ware Brass 

United Reform Church, Water Lane, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2JZ The Stort 
Valley Rotary Club are putting on a concert in aid of Isabel Hospice with Ware 
Brass for everyone to join them in celebrating the Queen's 90th birthday.  

Tickets are £15, and include a glass of wine to toast to Her Majesty.  
To purchase a ticket, please call Norma Symonds, or call on 01279 657701 
Alternatively, you can purchase tickets from the Tourist Information Office on 
01279 655831.   
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Calendar September 2016 

 

2nd  Friday  10.00am Mothers Union Committee Meeting 

3rd  Saturday    Choir Trip to Walton on the Naze 

 

4th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Praise 

    11.30am Sung Eucharist and Civic Service 

    1.00pm   Company on Sunday Lunch 

6th Tuesday  8.00pm   Christian Aid Meeting WCC 1 

7th Wednesday 9.30am  Tots Tea Toys WCC CH 

 10.00am Holy Communion 

    10.45am Tiny Tots 

    8.00pm   Fabric Committee Meeting WCC 1 

8th Thursday 8.00pm   Emmaus Home Group  

10th Saturday    Bike and Hike Event (see p.8) 

 

11th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Communion 

    12.30pm  Baptism 

    4.00pm  Messy Church 

    6.00pm  Evensong 

14th Wednesday 9.30am  Tots Tea Toys WCC CH 

 10.00am Holy Communion 

    10.45am Tiny Tots 

    2.00pm   MU Garden Party  21 Cranwell Gardens 

15th Thursday 9.45am  Church Home Group WCC CH 

 10.30am Paint with God  Albury 
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16th Friday  9.30am  Holy Communion BCP 

 

18th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Communion 

    6.00pm  Choral Evensong 

19th Monday  7.30pm   Holy Communion followed by 

    8.00pm   PCC Meeting WCC CH  

21st Wednesday 9.30am  Tots Tea Toys WCC CH 

 10.00am Holy Communion 

    10.45am Tiny Tots 

    11.30am Deanery Chapter WCC CH 

22nd  Thursday 8.00pm   Emmaus Home Group 

24th Saturday 11.00am  Burial of Ashes – Bob Britton 

    12.30pm  Wedding 

    2.00pm   Renewal of Vows 

 

25th Sunday Patronal Festival 

 8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Communion 

    12.30pm Baptism 

    6.00pm  Evensong 

28th Wednesday 9.30am  Tots Tea Toys WCC CH 

 10.00am Holy Communion 

    10.45am Tiny Tots 

29th Thursday 10.30am Quiet Day  Albury 
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Baptisms   

 We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 

  Amari Koyu        26th June 

  Lola Rose Pearce       24th July  

  Jacob Burke        24th July  

  Hugo Truss        31st July  

  Dominic Hughes       31st July  

  Hadley Gliddon       14th August 

Weddings 

 We congratulate and offer our best wishes to 

  Caroline Smith and William Morris   2nd July 

  Helen Rosier and Andrew Hotson   15th July 

  Jodie Tuley and Luke Geoghan    23rd July 

Funerals and Services of Thanksgiving 

 We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of: 

  Maisie Brigden       1st July 

  Michael Makin       12th July 

  Julia Church        2nd August 

The next Magazine will be the  issue for October 2016 

The deadline for items for inclusion will be 

Sunday 11th September 2016 

All items to Robert Oliver please 

email: r.oliver2803@btinternet.com or Tel: 07918 121372 

alternatively leave in the tray in the Parish Office  

Please include photographs when appropriate  - Thank you 


