
  

October 2016 

Hallowe’en 
 

Over the coming month you will see, if you haven’t already, the familiar Hallowe’en 

paraphernalia filling up our shop windows and supermarket aisles; the various masks, 

costumes and ghoulish accessories. Hallowe’en is now the third biggest festival for retailers 

behind Christmas and Easter, overtaking Valentine’s Day a couple of years ago. 

A retraction of ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, Hallowe’en is thought to have originated with the Celtic 

pagan festival of Samhain, when people would light bonfires and dress up as ghosts and 

ghouls to ward of roaming evil spirits. When All Hallows Day (All Saints’ Day) was 

designated as November 1st in the eighth century, the new Christian festival incorporated 

some of the traditions of Samhain. Now, largely thanks to the influence of our brethren 

over the pond, it has become the hugely popular and money-taking secular festival that it 

is today.  

Hallowe’en is a rather peculiar and funny festival, and I know many Christians who don’t 

quite know what to make of it all. But for us, it begins an annual time and season of 

remembrance as we celebrate All Saints’ and All Souls day on November 1st and 2nd 

respectively. 

But whatever we think of the Hallowe’en festivities as people of faith, it is hard to avoid all 

the hype and imagery every time we step out into the high street. Which is why a number 

of churches now have adopted something of the annual festival and transformed it into a 

celebration of light and Jesus Christ, who we believe to be the light of the world. 

So this October as you’re passing the ghosts and ghouls, witches and goblins (or in some 

cases far worse) in the shops and supermarkets, remember and hold fast to the light that 

no darkness could overcome – Jesus Christ. And as we find ourselves surrounded by the 

numerous skeletons and Grim Reaper costumes, particularly as we remember those loved 

ones not with us this All Souls’ Day, then remember and hold aloft that hope of eternal life 

gifted to us all through Jesus Christ. 
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It is in the darkness that light shines particularly bright; and so perhaps during this rather 

peculiar festival of Hallowe’en we might find the courage and confidence, or at least the 

reason and excuse, to openly proclaim that faith which we hold. The faith we share in 

Jesus Christ, light of the world, who through God’s grace has given us full and abundant life 

in this world, and in the world to come the hope and promise of life everlasting. 

Emily 

 

Reflections on a Happy Occasion 
We wish to say a very heartfelt 
THANK YOU to everyone who 
joined us on Sunday 4th 
September to celebrate our 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
Thank you for the gifts and 
beautiful cards and thank you to 
Daphne for the cake and to Sheila 
for cutting it, to Derek for blessing 
it (he can now add this to his list 
of talents), to Alan for popping the 
corks and pouring the bubbles and 
to Clive for taking the 
photographs. These occasions 
remind us of our fellowship family, 
for Derwyn who binds us together 
with the help of the ‘team’ and 
the privilege of worshipping 
together in our beautiful church. 

Maureen & Philip Smith. 
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Pumpkins carved by St Michael’s Youth Group last October.  
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St Michael’s Mothers Union 

Garden Party - Wednesday 14th September 

The event was to celebrate 140 years since the foundation of the Mothers 

Union and also to raise funds for MU projects.  

It was held in the garden of Barbara and Peter Eldridge and was blessed with 

some of the warmest September weather for over a century according to 

newspaper reports the following day. 1911 was the last time temperatures got 

so unseasonably high. 

A few pictures of the event are produced here. 

The Eldridge House suitably 

decorated with bunting for the 

occasion. 

Everyone sought shade 

where they could from 

the extreme heat of the 

afternoon. 
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We were well 

supported by a 

number of 

visitors from 

the deanery. 

And the 

Bring and 

Buy Stall did 

a good trade! 

A big thank you to Barbara and Peter for the use of their garden and all 

their efforts and other helpers who made the day such a success. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 12th October 1.45pm for 2.00pm in the 

Charnley Hall of the Windhill Churches Centre. Visitors are always most 

welcome. 
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Parish Visit to Waddesdon Manor  

Thursday 1 December 2016  

 

We are arranging an outing to this wonderful Rothschild National Trust Manor 
for the celebration of “Winter Light at Waddesdon” culminating with a light 
installation in the gardens and an imaginative Son et Lumiere on the façade of 
the House. Inside, their famous Christmas decorations are inspired by the 
Collection, themed around Magical materials from earth and sea. A coach has 
been booked together with entrance to the House and timed tours and there is 
also the opportunity to visit their Christmas Fair, shop, grounds and restaurant. 
The cost is £30 for travel and entrance whilst National Trust members just pay 
£16 for travel. Please complete the booking form in the welcome area and pay 
Rosemary as soon as you can! On receipt you will be given your own booking 
letter confirming all the information you need. There is also a copy of the actual 
booking letter by the signing up form for all the details. We can promise you a 
rather special day! 

Philip and Rosemary, Churchwardens: contact Rosemary on 758389 or 
r.thomson321@btinternet.com 

A Date for your Diary:- 
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Pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land   

16th to 25th  May 2017  

 

 

The pilgrimage will be lead by The Venerable Paul Hughes Archdeacon of 
Bedford with his wife, The Revd Canon Liz Hughes, Senior Chaplain at London 
Luton Airport.    

The pilgrimage will spend five nights in Jerusalem and four in Tiberias by The 
Sea of Galilee. We will visit many of the principal holy sites including the Mount 
of Olives, The Garden of Gethsemane, The Via Dolorosa, The Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, Bethlehem, Nazareth, The Church of the Beatitudes and Tabgha (The 
Church of the Loaves and Fishes).  The Friday in Jerusalem allows the choice of 
a free day in the Old City or a full day tour by coach to Masada, Qumran and 
the Dead Sea.  A boat cruise on the Sea of Galilee is also included. 
The full brochure and booking form can be viewed/downloaded at the link 
below. 

http://www.stalbanspilgrimages.org.uk/fpilgrimages.html 

A professional English-speaking guide will be present throughout the pilgrimage 
and the hotels have been carefully selected and are well known to us. Travel is 
by luxury air-conditioned coach. 

Those travelling alone and / or for the first time are very welcome, and a 
supportive friendly and safe setting is assured. Parish groups are encouraged! 
The pilgrimage is fully ecumenical and we warmly welcome friends from all 
Christian denominations. 

Anyone interested (without obligation) is warmly invited to an informal meeting 
at St Margaret’s Church  Parish Centre Streatley on Saturday 8 October at 10.30 
am.  

It would be very helpful in estimating numbers if anyone hoping to attend the 
above event could please email : pilgrimage@stalbans.anglican.org  

Full directions and a map will be sent by return. 

http://www.stalbanspilgrimages.org.uk/fpilgrimages.html
mailto:pilgrimage@stalbans.anglican.org
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 BUMPER 

COFFEE  

MORNING! 
- 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

SAT 29th October 
10am – 12noon 

 

Homemade Cakes and Preserves, Bric a Brac,  

Books and lots of other stalls to browse.  

You can make an early start on your Christmas shopping!! 

 

Enjoy a cup of coffee  

and a homemade cake while chatting to friends 

 

Details: Pam J-C 504012 or jandpjc@dsl.pipex.com 
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The Friends of St Michael’s Church 
Bishop’s Stortford 

 

 
 

Saturday,  

12 November 2016 
 

7.00 for 7.30 pm 
 

in  

The Windhill Churches Centre 
 

Licensed Bar & Raffle         

 £10.00 per person to include supper 

Tables of 8 only 

 

Tickets available from the Parish Office  

and  

the Information area in Church on Sundays only  

(not available on the night) 
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Country File – October 2016 
 

Hello, lovely to see you back here on this beautiful autumn day. Our brief 
summer has now been replaced with wet misty mornings, bejewelled 
cobwebs, lawns scattered with golden leaves and the muted calls of our bird 
kingdom.  In the bird kingdom, the frenetic months of attracting a mate are 
over and the birds have drifted into a quiet phase, beginning to build up their 
strength and body weight for the winter months which lie ahead.  There are a 
few still nurturing their latest brood.  Mother goldfinch has two rather 
demanding youngsters flapping their tiny wings wanting to be fed, but she 
seems very reluctant to do so.  I rather suspect she is doing the tough love 
routine, wanting them to learn to feed themselves. 

Another late fledging has been the swallows.  Yesterday I heard a lot of 
twittering outside my kitchen and there on the telephone wire were three 
sweet little baby swallows flapping and calling mum to feed them.  In she flew 

and with great precision fed 
them in flight, not stopping but 
continuing on her busy quest 
to find tasty insects.  It’s 
amazing to think that in a very 
short time these little creatures 
will embark on an epic journey 
to Africa, where they will 
overwinter, returning in late 
March.   The stamina and 
endurance God has given them 
is mind blowing. 

Over the years I have spoken about the pheasants which come daily to feed on 
the fallen nuts and sunflower seeds which are left behind by other birds.  This 
autumn I have a pair of male birds who every afternoon meet under the 
feeders, and like two grumpy old men (sorry boys, nothing personal here!), 
they face each other with heads down, flying and squawking, both trying to 
become the ‘king of the castle’ and see the other one off.  But, this never 
happens and eventually they both settle down and enjoy a good feed.  Then 
saying “cheerio mate, see you tomorrow, same time, same place” wander off 
in different directions. 
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The end of the summer has also seen the end of 
my chicken era;  so my new project is converting 
the large chicken run into another quiet and 
secluded sitting area for Quiet Days.  Trevor, my 
gardener, loves new projects and could not wait 
to commence the rejuvenation of this area of 
the garden.  He started by removing the 
considerable amount of wire and posts and 
dismantling the ‘Cluckinghen Palace’ chicken 
hutch, which burnt very well.  Watching the fire 
was quite emotional, realising that this was the 
end of another chapter in the White Cottage 
history.  Keeping chickens was lovely, but the 
amount of work this generated was becoming 
too much for me, added to which I have been 
feeding all the crows in the neighbourhood who 
delighted in swooping in and stealing the layer 
pellets and may well have worsened the scary attacks on my windows; 
overtones of the Alfred Hitchcock film ‘The Birds’.  It will be very interesting to 
see if the departure of the hens  solves yet another little hazard; added to this 
is the constant battle with vermin!  Living in the country is a great blessing, but 
comes at a price. 

At this harvest time, we have so much to thank God for and many of our hymns 
echo the praise in our hearts.   Hymn number 554 speaks to me of the wonders 
of creation: 

With wonder, Lord, we see your works, 
We see the beauty you have made, 

This earth, the skies, all things that are in beauty made.                                                 
All you have made is ours to rule, 

The birds and beasts at will to tame, 
All things to order for the glory of your name. 

 
Amen to this. The author of this hymn knew the joys and hazards of country 
life! 

See you next month,  God bless. 
 

 June 
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Notes from the Choir 
The Michaelmas term is always one with mixed blessings.  On the down side we 
find ourselves saying goodbye and wishing Thomas Galwey all God’s Blessings 
as he sets off on the next stage of his life to read Computer Studies at Surrey 
University.  Thomas has been a very loyal chorister for over 11 years and we 
have seen him move from the trebles where he joined at seven to the bass 
section as his voice developed.  Thank you Thomas for your support over the 
years and please do come back and join us whenever you are free.  We hope 
you will continue to use your talent in singing God’s Praises wherever you are.  

Alice Dearman has been our Head Chorister for a number of years and we are 
delighted that as she moves into Six Form at school she will now be a Senior 
Chorister with us. She has excelled in her duties from organising the biscuits to 
leading and encouraging the trebles in their singing.  Her voice is going from 
strength to strength and we are pleased that she will continue to sing with us 
for the next two years whilst she studies for her A levels.  A new Head Chorister 
will be announced shortly.  Unfortunately young Christopher is not quite ready. 

On the other side we hope to see and encourage other young people (eight to 
eighty) to join us.  If you or someone you know would like to sing then please 
do just turn up to one of our Friday night practices (6:30 for young people and 
7:15 for adults).  I can promise you that there will be no auditions, just 
encouragement and good tuition.  For younger children (aged five to seven) 
who would like to join us when they are older Richard has started a Junior choir 
session on Tuesdays at 3:45pm in the church.  All children interested in singing 
are welcome.  They will join in for occasional services and be encouraged to 
commit to the main choir when they are older. 

This season is one of our busiest, preparing for our Patronal service, Advent, 
Nine Lessons and Carols, Christmas services together with our regular Choral 
Evensong, and of course Sunday services.   
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This year sees an extra service, that of the wedding of two of our choir 
members.  Peter and Helen met when Helen joined the choir at 11 years of age, 
lost touch when they went to university only to meet again six years ago where 
Peter encouraged Helen to re-join the choir (did he have an ulterior motive) - 
the rest is history. They have asked me to say that all are most welcome to join 
them at the service which is at 1:30 on Saturday 22nd October.  Again we wish 
them God’s Blessings. 

Although a lot is expected of our choristers of all ages, there is always time for 
fun.  At the end of last term we had a Pizza and Rounders evening which was 
most successful until a very young at heart adult hit the ball over the car park 
wall.   Thank goodness we were playing well away from the Windhill Centre! 

This term we are planning a fish and chip supper with Pictionary, the traditional 
firework party and of course our annual pilgrimage to St Paul’s Cathedral for 
Evensong before going onto ice skating at the Tower.  

There is a lot to look forward to! 

Valerie Jones 

See also page 17 for details of Organ Concert on 8th October 

On 

The 

Lighter 

Side! 

The harvest produce was taken to the 
old people’s bungalows 
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Date for your Diary 

St Michael’s Holly Fair  

Saturday 3rd December 2016  

10.30 – 1.00pm 

 

The Charities Support Group is responsible for making the charitable giving on 
behalf of the congregation and we aim to donate all the profits from the Holly 
Fair to the various charities the church supports. This year we have supported 
local charities such as Holiday Bible Week, the Winter Night Shelter and a 
Family Contact Centre where estranged parents can meet their children on 
neutral ground. We donated to overseas charities such as Mary’s Meals who 
provide meals for school children in Africa, the Leprosy Mission and the Church 
Missionary Society who fund schools and medical care.  

Please help us to continue this giving on your behalf by supporting the Holly 
Fair. We need people to run stalls, help make holly rings, bake cakes, donate 
raffle prizes and bottles for the bottle tombola.  Any ideas for new eye-catching 
stalls are always welcome! 

Donations of toiletries, jewellery, new unwanted gifts, chocolate, red and 
green items for the Holly and Ivy stall are also needed.  There will be lists to 
sign up to at the back of the church in November. If you are able to donate a 
raffle prize it would be helpful to know as soon as possible. 

The 2015 Fair raised £3,085. Let’s try to make 2016 a great success both 
financially and socially. 

Please contact Alison Jones (01279 652911) if you can help in anyway.  



17 



18 



19 

 
Wanting to ‘move on’? 

Where do you go when your heart is totally broken and life is falling apart? 
Do you know friends or family who are in that situation?   

 
Divorce Recovery Workshop (DRW) helps people to work through the emotional 
upset caused by the ending of a significant relationship. Consisting of 6 sessions, 
each based around a different topic presented on DVD followed by small group 
discussion, the workshop is a proven self-help model followed in several towns 
and at a number of Christian retreat centres across the country. DRW will be 
running a workshop at St Michael’s Church / Windhill Churches Centre in 
Bishop’s Stortford over two weekends 18/19 and 25/26 November 2016 (Friday 
evening, and Saturday morning and afternoon). All those running the workshop 
have experienced the breakdown of a relationship. The workshop helps people 
to understand what they are going through and to adjust to their new life. 
 
Further information: 
http://drw.org.uk/our-workshops/local-workshops/bishops-stortford-workshop/ 
Call Michael on 07883 439498 or Janet on 07549 495983 
Email bishops-stortford@drw.org.uk 
National charity website: www.drw.org.uk 
 

http://drw.org.uk/our-workshops/local-workshops/bishops-stortford-workshop/
mailto:bishops-stortford@drw.org.uk
http://www.drw.org.uk
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Paint with God and Quiet Days at Albury  

  Next are: - 

Paint with God Days    Thursday 13th October  

      Thursday 10th November   

     Quiet Days          Thursday 27th October   

      Thursday 24th November   

‘Paint with God Days’ or ‘Quiet Days’  

are from 10.30am until 3.30pm 

Please bring packed lunch – tea and coffee 

provided 

There is a charge of £2 each to cover costs. 

For more information and to book your place please ring June on 771756 
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Calendar October 2016 
  

1st  Saturday 1.30pm   Wedding 

 

2nd Sunday Harvest Festival 

 8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Praise 

    11.15am Sung Eucharist 

    1.00pm   Company on Sunday Lunch WCC CH 

3rd Monday  10.00am Craft Group WCC CH 

    2.00pm  Mothers Union Committee Meeting WCC1 

4th  Tuesday  10.30am Deanery Meeting WCC CH 

    12.00pm Diocesan Sacramental Youth Ministry Gp WCC1/2 

     7.00pm   Evening Gathering for ‘Living God’s Love’     
         with Bishop Michael of Hertford 

5th Wednesday 9.30am  Tots Tea Toys WCC CH  

 10.00am Holy Communion 

    10.45am Tiny Tots  

8th Saturday 7.30pm  Organ Recital – see page  

 

9th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Communion 

    12.30pm  Baptism 

    4.00pm   Messy Church 

    6.00pm  Evensong 

11th Tuesday  11.00am  Staff Meeting WCC CH 

12th Wednesday 9.30am  Tots Tea Toys WCC CH  

 10.00am Holy Communion 

    10.45am Tiny Tots 

    1.45pm   Mothers Union Meeting 
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13th Thursday 9.45am  Church Home Group WCC CH 

 10.30am  Paint with God  Albury 

 

16th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Communion 

    6.00pm  Joint Choral Evensong       
        with East Herts Church Choirs Association. 

17th Monday  10.00am Craft Group WCC CH 

19th Wednesday 9.30am  Tots Tea Toys WCC CH  

 10.00am Holy Communion 

    10.45am Tiny Tots 

21st Friday  2.00pm   Hillmead School Harvest Service 

22nd Saturday 1.30pm   Wedding 

 

23rd Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Communion 

    12.30pm  Baptism 

    6.00pm  Evensong 

26th Wednesday  10.00am Holy Communion 

    10.45am Tiny Tots 

27th Thursday 10.30am  Quiet Day   Albury 

29th Saturday 10.00am Bumper Coffee Morning 

 

30th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am Parish Communion 

    6.00pm  Deanery Evening Service 

31st  Monday  10.00am Craft Group WCC CH 
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Baptisms   

 We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 

  Anna Satchell       28th August 

  William Fowke       28th August 

  Jack Beveridge       11th September  

  Chloe-Jane Beveridge      11th September 

Weddings 

 We congratulate and offer our best wishes to: 

  Rebecca Reynolds and Hamish Hore  27th September 

Funerals  

 We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of: 

  Yvonne Rasor       31st August  

  Peter Phillips        5th September 

  Bill Palmer        19th September 

Interment of Ashes  

 We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of: 

  Valerie Darvell       20th August   

  Josephine “Josie” Bennett     17th September 

  Bob Britton        24th September 

The next Magazine will be the  issue for November 2016 

The deadline for items for inclusion will be 

Sunday 16th October 2016 

All items to Robert Oliver please 

email: r.oliver2803@btinternet.com or Tel: 07918 121372 

alternatively leave in the tray in the Parish Office  

Please include photographs when appropriate  - Thank you 


