
APCM Deanery Synod Report 2016/2017 

 
The eighth meeting of the 2014-2017 Triennium was held on 11th May 2016 at All Saints, Hockerill. The 

Diocesan Youth Officer, Mr Dean Pusey, gave a brief talk on youth engagement with the church. He noted 

that there are good things happening within this Deanery, but more is needed to encourage and recruit today’s 

youth, as these are the future of our church. We need “champions” within our Deanery to lead in this process 

of engagement with the youth in our community. The Revd Bonnie-Hill, the Diocesan Interfaith Adviser, then 

spoke of the engagement with different faiths within the local community. Her experience was that the 

majority of people in multi-faith communities wanted to get along with each other, but inequalities of 

opportunity can lead to resentments that can fuel trouble and produce fear in a community. Each Parish 

Church has a responsibility to all members of their community of whatever faith. Inter-faith engagement is a 

worthwhile effort as it can often reduce fear and tensions within the community.   

 

The ninth meeting of the 2014-2017 Triennium was held on 14th September 2016 at St Mary, Standon. Bill 

Seddon, our lay Diocesan representative at General Synod, reported on the meeting held on 8-12 July which 

was much influenced by the Referendum result as reflected in the address from The Archbishop of 

Canterbury. The main legislative outcome of this General Synod was the final approval of the revised Clergy 

Discipline Code of Practice and Rules, which will be having a major effect on all Parishes especially in regard 

to safeguarding requirements. The main discussion focus of this General Synod concerned attitudes to 

sexuality within the Church of England; the outcome of this would be reflected in the Bishops’ 

Communication as to the next steps. 

The Rural Dean, The Revd Anthony Giles, introduced the draft Deanery MAP, the aim of which is to define 

the Deanery and inform planning for our future progress. 

 

On the 4th October the Bishop of Hertford visited the Bishop’s Stortford Deanery. St Michael’s hosted the 

initial Deanery Chapter meeting and the final Service of Thanksgiving. In between the Bishop visited various 

Church schools and initiatives within our Deanery.  

 

The Deanery Synod communion service was held at Holy Trinity on 30th November 2016 

 

The eleventh meeting of the 2014-2017 Triennium was held on 15th February 2017 at St James, High Wych. 

The main talk given by Mr Tony Barker, an advisor to the Church of England on  new developments, was of 

great current relevance to the Deanery given the major developments due in our area. He pointed out that 

though the proposal for major house building can be a source of great concern and tension to local residents, 

they can also be viewed by the Church as an opportunity for growth and mission. But it is essential for the 

local Christian Community to approach the developer at an early stage in the development procedure, to give 

advice on what will be needed to make a new estate a success, especially in the amenities provided which 

could include a church facility. Developers were often open to such approaches especially if made by a local 

ecumenical organisation. The Diocese is quite keen on setting up of a pioneer ministry within the larger 

developments for which central Church funds may be available. 

In the Rural Dean’s report:1] the revised Deanery MAP has been produced; 2] no Deanery evening services 

are planned; 3]new Synod representative for the Diocesan Board of Finance is required; 4] The Rural Dean 

announced his retirement planned for this September. 

 

This APCM will need to elect the four Lay Deanery representatives for the 2017-2020 Triennium, which 

begins with the September meeting. 

  

      Our current representatives are Margaret Fox, Rob Klincke, Peter Rixson and Graham Savage 

 

 

Peter Rixson  

 


