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St Michael’s Safeguarding Policy: 

At Derwyn’s request, the church’s existing Child Protection Policy and Guidance was recently 

reviewed to ensure that it met the current House of Bishops guidance on safeguarding.  The review, 

completed in January by Bill Macdonald on behalf of the Education Group, concluded that the 

existing policy substantially met the most recent guidance.  However, some minor changes were 

found to be required included the need for mandatory safeguarding training for some church 

members, and the creation of the new post of Child Advocate to assist in child pastoral issues.  The 

latter is designed to be someone that children will be able to talk to about their problems if the need 

should arise.  Copies of the amended Safeguarding Policy and Guidance will be given to all those in 

the church who work with children or vulnerable adults once they have been formally approved by the 

PCC. 

DBS clearances 

Currently, up to date DBS clearances are held on 25 volunteers, with a further three volunteers about 

to go through the clearance process. 

Junior Church 

Due to consistently low numbers of children attending the Explorers section of Junior Church (KS2 

age), the decision was reluctantly taken to stop holding these sessions from the February Half term.  

Some of the youngest children in this age range (Year 3) will be invited to join combined Scrambler / 

Climber sessions which will continue on Sunday mornings.  Similarly, all children of primary school 

age will be able to attend Messy Church – which continues to be held in the WCC once a month.  

Following a successful pilot exercise in the summer term, age specific teaching is now provided to 

choir children in the Lady Chapel during sermons and intercessions on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 

month.  This will be made available to any other children present in church during the 10.00 service.  

All these arrangements will be reviewed at the end of the summer term. 

Youth 

As well as continuing our fortnightly Youth club, a ‘Youth Alpha’ group has been set up with Sunday 

Discussion Group and Bridge Youth Church on Sunday evenings as part of the work to allow this age 

group to think, explore and ask questions about their developing faith.  In addition, a number of St 

Michael’s children attend the inter church Bridge Youth Church Services held each month. 

Thank You 

The Education Group would like to use this report as an opportunity to thank all those who work hard 

to provide teaching and worship experience for the youngest members of our congregation. 

 

Bill Macdonald, Chair, Education Group  


