February 2017
Some Ponderings from the Parson.
First, as this is the first edition of 2017, can I wish all magazine readers a very
happy New Year, if I haven’t already done so in person. I hope you had a good
Christmas and a refreshing holiday. As we look forward to all that this year will
bring I would just like to highlight a few things.

Lent 2017
Easter, and therefore also Ash Wednesday (1 March), are both quite late this
year. But planning begins early, so let me mention some things which will be
going on. At the end of this month, Sunday 26 Feb, our 10 a.m. Parish
Communion will have something of a pre-Lent ‘Carnival’ feel, as the choir sing
a ‘Jazz Mass’ within our worship. A last blast before Lent comes and the
services take on more somber tones. Ash Wednesday will see the usual
opportunities to make your Holy Communion, and, if you wish, receive
imposition of ashes, at 10 a.m. (Said Holy Communion) and 8 p.m. (Sung
Eucharist).
Opportunities for Lent Study and reflection will include inter-church groups,
and Tuesday midday meditations at St Michael’s, followed by soup lunches.
Look out for details of these in due course. And on Monday evenings I will be
giving a series of reflections on the relationship between the Old Testament
and the New. We’ll explore how we really need to understand Jesus in the
light of the Hebrew Scriptures, if we are deeply to grasp his good news. Again,
details to follow.

Vision and Mission Action Planning.
Just a short note to say that the PCC has been thinking about our Vision as a
church, and the kind of Mission which we believe God wants to see developing
from that. Documents on the website about this can be found at
https://saintmichaelweb.org.uk/about-2/our-vision/
and
https://saintmichaelweb.org.uk/mission-action-planning-map/
I will want to say more about this as the Mission Action Plan (MAP) develops.
But an important point to note now is that we have identified the Making
New Disciples thrust of the Diocesan Living God’s Love Vision as a key area for
us to think, pray and respond to. We are planning a Parish AwayDay on this
theme in May – provisional date Saturday 6 May - to which everyone who
wishes to come will be very welcome. As I say, more news to come on all this,
but please hold it in your prayers.
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And finally….The Joy of……the Early Service
8 a.m. Holy Communion isn’t for everyone, especially in the winter. The
mornings are dark and cold, sometimes dreary, sometimes icy. If you’ve had a
busy week’s work and a hectic Saturday doing things that don’t get done on
other days, you’re probably in need of a lie-in. And if music and singing are key
to your worship, you may feel something’s missing in a simple said service.
8 a.m. Holy Communion isn’t for everyone. But if you do set the alarm, and
venture in to join the folk who gather faithfully in the Lady Chapel week by
week, you might just discover a hidden gem. If you like stillness rather than
bustle, quietness more than buzz, contemplation more than activism, this could
be a service for you.
The worship at 8 a.m. is similar to the Parish Communion, apart from the
absence of hymns and music. The readings and prayers are identical and there
is a sermon and intercessions as usual. But the service has a different, more
intimate, peaceful feel. The fellowship is just as warm, when the peace is
shared, and as people have a friendly chat afterwards. But if worshippers just
want to slip away quietly at the end to go about their day that’s fine too.
The Early Service is one of my favourites. It’s a service I’ll often seek out at
another church if I have a Sunday away from St Michael’s. I sometimes go in
wondering why I didn’t stay home for more sleep, but I always seem to come
out refreshed, by prayer, by the sacrament and by listening to the Word. I find it
sets me up beautifully and peaceably for the day to come.
No, it isn’t for everyone, but I wonder if you might give the Early Service a try,
some day? Perhaps if you can’t come at 10 one Sunday, but don’t want to miss
the opportunity to worship and make your communion. Perhaps at some point
in life you’ll want to worship away from bustle and rush, on a regular basis. Or
maybe it could be an occasional part of your spiritual diet, when you feel you’d
profit from a dose of contemplation and calm. It’s not for everyone, but if you’d
like to drop in you’ll be very welcome. Who knows, you might discover a
wonderful, hidden gem.
Derwyn.
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St Michael’s Mothers Union
A final look back to 2016 for Mothers' Union is the December Advent Carol
Service, kindly taken by the Rev'd June Knight, where we took a 'whistle stop
journey' through the four Sundays of Advent. Each one was marked with
readings, explanations and the lighting of a large candle by our members. We
also sang some of our favourite hymns and carols, played for us by
Richard. Afterwards, as always, members enjoyed tea and mince pies round
the tables, chatting happily away. At this time, on behalf of our members, I
presented Margaret Blascos with a lovely orchid and signed card celebrating
her's and Peter's Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
However, sadly we were missing our
wonderful,
long-standing
friend,
Margaret Vining, who had recently died.
On her behalf, and with money paid by
her into our monthly savings (run by our
treasurer, Pat Prime), and agreed by her
family, flowers were displayed in all the
windows of the Lady Chapel, and in a window of the main church.
So, now for 2017! Our theme this year is 'Faith in Action', and we have a super,
varied programme for our members. To begin with, at our January meeting we
were given a talk by Mione Goldspink, who is the Chairman of the Trustees for
Bishop's Stortford Food Bank. The charity gives emergency food parcels to
people in crisis. We were shown an example of one along with a very
informative explanation as to how the charity works. It was set up by Churches
Together and Stort Valley Rotary, with further support from other community
groups, including St Michael's. Our members were most interested and
continued to ask questions at tea-time.
The February meeting is our AGM, which Emily has kindly agreed to chair.
As always, visitors are most welcome at our meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of
the month, held in the WCC, at 1:45-2pm.
Heather Johns. Branch Leader.
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News from St Michael’s School
January 2017
The end of the Autumn Term seems a long time ago but it was a busy time and
was completed with a splendid series of concerts, events and visits.
The Christmas Bazaar was as popular as ever at the beginning of December and
raised well over £4,000 to allow the PTA to provide funds for visiting workshops,
subsidising class trips, library furniture and much more!
Music was at the fore front of many of the activities throughout December with
the Christmas Band, led by Mrs Susie Savage, going on tour round Bishops
Stortford: playing carols and spreading lots of Christmas cheer with children
from Years 5 and 6 beginning with a much appreciated concert at the Apton
Road Day Centre and then going on to St Catherine’s Court and Nicholls Lodge.
There was also a small piano concert in school for parents of children learning
to play with Mrs Savage. That same evening Year 6 pupils took part in the
second of a candle-lit service in Church for all Year 6 pupils in the town.
Our own music spectacular took place in the same week “Christmas around the
World” which was performed by KS2 pupils and included instrumentalist groups
of woodwind, piano, violin, guitars and brass. Earlier in the month Years R, 1
and 2 played out a splendid dance-themed nativity “Lights, Camel, Action”, The
Reception children were beautiful angels whilst Year 1 were disco stars and line
dancing town folk. Year 2 pupils took on the roles of the main characters with
much enthusiasm!
All these activities of such high standard do not just happen and the teaching
staff are to be congratulated for their dedication and skill to bring the absolute
best out of young children. Thanks also go to the parents for providing
costumes and the Governors for providing welcome refreshments. Donations
offered at all the events raised over £350 which will be shared between
Children in Need and Company at Christmas.
The Travelling Crib was welcomed into songs and worship assembly in
December and then travelled each day to a different family in the school and
parish.
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Year 6 have spent a very
interesting and enjoyable day
at the Jewish Museum in
Camden. In the morning they
explored the galleries which
had many interactive displays
and after a kosher lunch they
were able to handle original,

precious artefacts and practised
being scribes, writing in Hebrew
with a quill and ink. I know how
good this experience is as I was
privileged to accompany Year 6 in
2015.
Staffing News: Mrs Brooks is sadly leaving us but we congratulate her on
securing a post with Windhill21 Children’s Centre. She has been at St Michael’s
for 16 years and in that time has worked with the children, staff, parents and
governors in a HUGE variety of ways – too many roles to mention! She has been
passionate about her work with the School Council, Foodbank and other charity
work, her valuable input with children on a 1:1 basis with a range of needs and
the teaching of RE. in particular. She will be greatly missed.
We also congratulate Mrs Clare Tozer who has officially gained Qualified
Teacher Status. She is currently teaching in Year 4 with Mrs Helen Pickering and
also has too many different roles to mention here. Suffice to say that she is also
one of our Junior Church leaders!
More news next month!
Rosemary Thomson,
Foundation Governor.
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Guided tours of St Michael's
We were delighted to welcome a party
from the Baptist Mens' group to see round
the church and enjoy a cup of tea. It is
always a privilege to share our enthusiasm
for our beautiful building and its history
and the Friends wish to remind anyone to
request a guide for any visitor, individual or
group at any time. A call to Katherine in
the parish office or Rob Klinke will do the
trick. Please publicise this as we are sure
there are many organisations who would
welcome the opportunity, schools, interest
societies, social meetings etc. if they had a
specific invitation.

Southbank Centre
Parish Outing
Following the success of our
Parish Outing before Christmas I
am planning a visit to the
Southbank Centre in London on
Saturday 29th April 2017 7.30pm
to the Last Night of the Spring Proms which is very similar to the Last Night at
the Royal Albert Hall - popular classics and flag waving at the end! We have a
discounted price as a group and the cost of the evening, plus coach travel will
be £45 per person. If you would like to come to this please complete the
booking form in the folder on the welcome desk in Church asap and,once you
have given me your payment - cash or cheque, you will be given the
confirmation letter with all the details. If you have any queries please speak to
me soon. Rosemary Thomson 758389.
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Big Church
Clean
Saturday 16th Feb
10.00 and 12.00

An invitation to all church members!
Please join in to make our beautiful church sparkle even if you can
only manage a short time. We need your valued assistance.
Let’s make this a bumper turnout
Refreshments will be served.

Company On Sunday - Help Needed
On December 4th we held our festive Christmas Lunch.
It was a little different from the usual fare with wine and crackers etc
We catered for 35 people with regulars from St. Catherines Court and
also some new friends from Fuller Court.
I would hate to see this regular event fold but I am so short of cooks;
so if there is anyone who could spare a few hours every now and then
or even once a year, I would love to hear from you on 01279 657867 or
email rfp38@hotmail.com .
We would ensure that you would never be alone as we always try to
have three cooks on each time. We are also very lucky to have four
teenage girls who come to wash up and help to clear up.
I wish you all a Happy New Year.
Pat Prime
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“With a PUPPET you can tell someone that Jesus loves them.”
Thank you very much for your prayers before Christmas, as we did 19 different
performances including care homes, church and carol services as well as
primary school assemblies. 16 team members helped out, whose ages
spanned 6 decades - some team members have daytime availability and
others can only join us at evenings or weekends.
We started on Monday 5th December with one team member being delayed
by a cancelled train and a problem with our new PA system. Someone prayed
“Lord, I don’t mean to be irreverent, but you do talk about ‘laying on of
hands.’” And reached out a hand to the silent speaker and…. it started
working! Thank you, God. It was taken back to Letchworth that afternoon and
another given in exchange by the Christian music company with the advice
not to load the car with any electronic equipment overnight. (It had been
particularly cold the previous night.) Everything went well through the next
performances until the Friday when we suddenly realised that part way
through an assembly, the speaker wasn’t working again. More prayer and it
worked once more. Another trip to Letchworth resulted in a new mixer deck.
It was so rewarding to see the children’s reactions to our “Greatest Gift of All”
Assembly, arms were pumping, air guitars playing and some were joining the
angels in singing Gloria. Two boys broke line to speak to us as they were
leaving to return to their classrooms. “That was an amazing assembly.” “I have
never seen such a cool donkey.” The Assistant for another small boy said that
she would move him if he became restless, but he just sat there, absorbed.
The contact for Grove Cottage said after their Carol Service, “Saying ‘Yes’ to
puppets was the best decision I ever made. I really hadn’t known what to
expect. Can I book you for Easter?” We explained that we were volunteers so
couldn’t take a booking at that time, but we would discuss it in the New Year.
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Do YOU have a heart for those with special needs? Perhaps you have some gifts
you could use to help, e.g. an ability to SIGN or to lead prayers in a simple way?
Our funniest performance was with an adult audience; during which they
exchanged gifts, including a bottle of brandy, which they shared together,
talking loudly. Afterwards, a lady popped behind our screen to ask “Do you visit
Care Homes?”
Illness struck on Sunday 18th and for the first time, I wasn’t there to set up the
new PA …where were the instructions? (Safely at home!) The organiser couldn’t
get any sound out of it, but team members spontaneously split into two circles
and prayed. Sure enough, the performance filled Holy Trinity Church! God even
provided a competent emergency stand-in, a great relief to the other team
members even though we had rehearsed people to cover in the event of illness.
Our final assembly was followed by a teacher leading the pupils in The Lord’s
Prayer with the traditional words. What a wonderful finish to three weeks of
serving the Lord together in Puppets Galore.
To find out more or to be involved in our Easter assemblies, please speak to me
or contact me via the Parish Office.
Thank you, Christine Solway
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WE ARE NOW
TAKING BOOKINGS FOR
ST. ALBANS #8
AT FELDEN LODGE, BOXMOOR,
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD
11 -14 MAY 2017
For more information please contact:
Mike Ashwood, Di Cox, Derek Hinge, John Emmett

11

June’s Quiet Days in 2017
Quiet Days are always on the last Thursday of the month from February to
November at The White Cottage, Albury. This a unique opportunity to step
aside from your busy lives and enter into the peaceful setting of the Albury
countryside. The days commence at 10.30am with coffee and a time to meet
and greet other friends, often as many as 25 from St. Michael’s and occasionally
surrounding churches. At 11.00am we go into the sitting room for a ‘Thought
for the day’ and then enter into a period of silence for the rest of the day. For
some this may mean walking, painting, reading, sleeping and even praying!

At 3.00pm we meet for our shared Holy Communion which is held either in the
garden or sitting room, depending on the weather. Our day ends with
afternoon tea, cakes and fellowship.
Dates for your Diary: 23rd February, 30th March, 27th April, 25th May, 29th June,
27th July, 31st August, 28th September, 26th October, 30th November
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Country file February 2017
Welcome my dear friend, lovely to see you again after the long Christmas
break. As you can imagine, there is not much to report garden wise, so
Minty my border collie said she would like to have a word with you.
Woof, how exciting. Well, as you know I live with mummy June. We both had
a lovely Christmas staying with family, but would you believe, they forgot to
give me my Christmas stocking! Well, I think they forgot, but it could also
have been a punishment because I had opened quite a few of mum’s gifts
which I found lying under the Christmas tree! However, eventually she gave
me my stocking at the beginning of January on my 8th birthday, well eight to
you, but 56 in my family, I’m fast catching mum up.
Talk of catching, one of my
favourite games is trying to
catch squirrels, but they
are so fast and always get
away;
the artful little
creatures eat all the
walnuts, climb up the bird
feeders and feast their fat
little bellies on mum’s
peanuts. I am very good at
catching rabbits; I also
shoo
off
pigeons,
aeroplanes and strangers,
it’s a full time job.
I get a day off when mum holds one of her Quiet or Painting days. When mum
says in the morning ‘Ladies coming today’ I get really excited, I love company
and the extra fuss and the lunch tip bits they slip me when mum’s back is
turned. But most of all I love the walks Philip takes me on (naturally he is not
a lady) and together we slip away for several hours. We have so much fun and
excitement, like the day we got chased by a hoard of bees. Poor Phil got stung
badly, but I was quick off the mark and they didn’t catch me, when we got
home, it was his turn to get all the fuss from the ladies.
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Very occasionally it is wet and muddy, I love splashing through the puddles. On
these days, when we get home mum and Irene take me upstairs and put me in
the bath. I don’t quite understand this human desire to keep bathing, but I
don’t complain, because to be honest, I love the extra attention.
I don’t want to boast, but my breed are one of the brightest, and I have a
degree in ‘Human Behaviour and its effects on the Canine world’. To give an
example: when mum comes in I run up to her and have a good old sniff at her
clothes and from this I
know exactly where she
has been and who she
has seen. Did you know
that I have more than
220,000,000 olfactory
receptors in my pretty
little nose and mum has
only 5,000,000. So that
will
help
you
understand why I like to
have a sniff.
Mum
doesn’t realise that we
dogs use our noses like
you humans use your
eyes and this is why it is really important to keep our noses wet and healthy.
My hearing is also extraordinary, this is probably why mum likes me sleeping at
the foot of her bed; I only bark if there is cause for alarm. Mum and I have a
really good understanding, if I need to go out, I just stand by the door and she
understands my ‘need’, when done one bark means ‘all done, please can I come
in’. Mum hates yappy dogs, so I am very careful not to annoy her, although
when I am in the car, I do disgrace myself and bark every time I see another
fellow canine, it’s my way of saying hello, I can’t be perfect all the time.
Well, I think I have yapped quite enough to you, mum sends her love and hopes
she will see you at one of our Quiet Days

Minty and June
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Notes from the Choir
The choir have just finished the first of two very busy terms, and I hope you will
join me in thanking them for leading us with wonderful singing and
praise throughout. They practise exceedingly hard on Friday nights and on
some Sunday afternoons for the extra services, such as the Advent Service,
Nine Lessons and Carols, Midnight Communion and of course the Christmas
Day Service.
As the saying goes all work and no play etc; so last term the younger members
enjoyed a fun evening of a “Hot Dogs and Pictionary Party” (although I don’t
think the parents enjoyed the challenge of a round of Pictionary when it came
to collecting them!). Our second rest and relaxation took place on the
Wednesday before Christmas when a group of choristers and parents enjoyed
an outing to Van Hages for ice skating, luckily all who went come back in one
piece and had a great time!
I am pleased to announce that Nathan Stanley has been promoted
to Head Chorister, and the trebles look forward to his leadership. Nathan has
been a very dedicated and loyal member of the choir and thoroughly deserves
this honour. Congratulations Nathan.
The choir only had two weeks off after the hectic Michaelmas term before
they returned for the second busy term of the year and they are now practising
hard for Lent and Easter. On Sunday 26th February they will sing a new setting
for us - Bob Chilcott’s ‘Jazz Mass’ which as the title indicates is totally different
from their usual repertoire but is already sounding promising. On Palm Sunday
evening, we will be treated to Faure’s Requiem. Two dates not to be missed.
For our R & R this term we are planning a lunch for choristers and their families
after the ‘Jazz Mass’ in the Windhill Churches Centre. The trebles will also have
their traditional Pancake party in March, but we mustn’t forget the “choral
curry“ that the adults enjoy in Shadhona after Choral Evensong every third
Sunday of the month. If you come along to Evensong and would like to join
us for a curry afterwards, please do.
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St Albans

Cathedral Choir in Concert
FEATURING THE NEWLY REBUILT MANDER ORGAN

Saturday25th February,7.00pm
St Michael’s Church, Windhill,
Bishop’s Stortford
ConductorandDirectorof
Music: Andrew Lucas
Organist: Tom Winpenny
Free admission ~ Donations invited
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Paint with God and Quiet Days at Albury
Next are: Paint with God Days Thursday 9th February
Thursday 9th March
Quiet Days

Thursday 23rd February
Thursday 30th March

‘Paint with God Days’ or ‘Quiet Days’
are from 10.30am until 3.30pm
Please bring packed lunch – tea and coffee
provided
There is a charge of £2 each to cover costs.
For more information and to book your place please ring June on 771756

On the Lighter Side!
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Calendar February 17
1st Wednesday 10.00am

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

2nd Thursday

1.30pm

Bishop’s Stortford College Lunchtime Recital

4th Saturday

7.00pm

Nabikibala Quiz Night WCC CH

5th Sunday

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Praise

11.15am

Sung Eucharist

1.00pm

Company on Sunday Lunch

5.00pm

Bridge Church followed by Supper in WCC CH

10.00am

Craft Group WCC CH

6th Monday

8th Wednesday 10.00am
9th Thursday

12th Sunday

13th Monday

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

9.45am

Church Home Group WCC CH

10.30am

Paint with God- Albury

1.30pm

Bishop’s Stortford College Lunchtime Recital

7.30pm

Tower AGM - 87 Cannons Close

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Communion

12.30pm

Baptism

6.00pm

Evensong

7.30pm

Youth Alpha Group - Cowell House

10.30am

Wardens Meeting WCC 1/2

7.45pm

PCC Meeting WCC CH

15th Wednesday 10.00am
10.45am

Holy Communion
Tiny Tots
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18th Saturday

19th Sunday

20th Monday

9.00am

Marriage Preparation Course WCC

10.00am

Big Church Clean (see p7)

11.00am

Burial of Ashes – Margaret Vining

2.00pm

Peal Attempt

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Communion with Baptism

6.00pm

Evensong (said)

10.00am

Craft Group WCC CH

22nd Wednesday 10.00am

23rd Thursday

25th Saturday

26th Sunday

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

7.45pm

CTBS Forum WCC CH

9.45am

Church Home Group WCC CH

10.30am

Quiet Day - Albury (see p11)

1.30pm

Bishop’s Stortford College Lunchtime Recital

1.00pm

Burial Of Ashes – Anne Holmes

7.00pm

Concert – St Albans Cathedral Choir (see p15)

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Chilcott Jazz Mass

12.30pm

Chorister Lunch WCC CH

3.00pm

Cake with the Clergy

6.00pm

Evensong

7.30pm

Youth Alpha Group - Cowell House
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Baptisms
We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
Jack Parish

20th November

Austin Rushworth

20th November

James Hatchard

11th December

Oliver Hatchard

11th December

Funeral and Memorial Services
We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of:
Margaret Vining

28th November

Margaret Bishop

6th December

Richard Millar

22nd December

The next Magazine will be the issue for March 2017
The deadline for items for inclusion will be
Sunday 12th February
All items to Robert Oliver please
email: r.oliver2803@btinternet.com or Tel: 07918 121372
alternatively leave in the tray in the Parish Office
Please include photographs when appropriate - Thank you

