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We do think of our School as being very much working with our Church but alongside that 

there are many instances displaying the fact that it has many aspects linked with the local 

community and internationally as you will appreciate as you read on. 

Looking back over the last year it is difficult to pick out particular items of interest as each 

day in each week offers something new to our children, staff, governors and parents all of 

whom are intertwined in every single activity.  

 

Early in the year the School were presented with a monetary award from the Bishops 

Stortford Decorative and Fine Arts Society to allow them to produce a beautiful and very 

striking tile mosaic for the school entrance marking out what the School represents. 

Locally, pupils were privileged to take part in the Festival of Literature at Bishops Stortford 

College and were also delighted when a well known author, Jack Trelawny, was able to visit 

the School and explain how he creates his wonderful books set in Cornwall. 

 As part of the celebrations for our Queen’s 90th birthday schools in the area were invited 

to take part in creating large scale pieces of art to be displayed in Jackson Square and St 

Michael’s were the only ones to respond and so had the advantage of displaying their 

artwork on a major scale! 

The School Council, consisting of two members from each class, chose Foodbank as one of 

their charities and, as well as collecting a huge amount of food, visited the local centre and 

took part in a role play to understand what using Foodbank really means to those in need. 

Further afield and during the summer term an International Day was held when each class 

decided on a different country to celebrate and this allowed many pupils to dress in the 

colours of their chosen country.  

Fundraising for Nabikabala continues both at School and within the Church and Mrs Forbes, 

former Governor and retired teacher, lead an Assembly, having recently returned from our 

link school and so able to offer a much closer insight with photographs and news from the 

pupils there. As part of our fundraising initiative, Mrs Wilson, Year 5 teacher, climbed Mount 

Kilimajaro and Toby Stanley, Year 6, cycled to Amsterdam. Enterprise week also raised much 

needed funds as the roof of the new hall at Nabikabala is costing much more than first 

anticipated and the pupils were keen to produce a wide variety of products for sale to 

support this venture.  

 

The annual Christingle celebration was held at Candlemass in Church when we were 

pleased to welcome a large number of families and also to welcome parents at the end of 

term services which are held in Church, as are Year 6 pupils and their families from all the 

schools in the town holding two Carol services. (Each year more and more schools are 

holding celebratory service in our Church which is such a good example of Outreach in the 

Community). 



 

 

Back in School the children work very hard in the classroom but outside trips are organised 

to support those lessons and we are always grateful for support from governors and parents 

who accompany them on these days.  

This year the school was successful in its application to be re-credited with the International 

School Award, granted by the British Council to schools who have embedded an 

international nature to their curriculum and this is the seventh year running that the school 

has been recognised in this way!  

To top this St Michael’s School was awarded the highest level - GOLD – in the RE Quality 

Mark assessment carried out at the end of the Summer Term. The REQM is a national 

award, which recognises good practice and high quality learning in RE. The REQM enables 

the school to driver forward the message that the staff and governors are committed to 

providing the children with the chance to explore the big ideas of religion and belief and to 

think about what matters in their lives.  

This is wonderful example of what makes our School so very special. 

Rosemary Thomson 

Foundation Governor 


