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The St Michaels tower has some 17 current ringers including 5 beginners undertaking 

training. Usually all ten bells are rung for service on Sunday mornings with 

occasional ringing on Sunday evenings. The bells are also rung for weddings at both 

St Michaels and St Josephs. 

 

On Thursday practice nights, trainer Claire May looks after the new recruits from 

7.00pm and teaching bell handling with Margaret, deputy ringing master, running a 

beginners practice from 7.30pm before the start of the main ringing practice at 

8.00pm. The band continues to make steady advances with several members 

progressing well with Plain Bob, Grandsire and Stedman. 

 

NB Tower personnel engaged in the training of children and vulnerable adults will be 

part of the new safeguarding practices recommended by the diocese, and are due to 

undertake an awareness session later in the year.  

 

A Dummy Bell, paid for by a local company, was installed. This is essentially 4 foot 

diameter steel wheel with a weight on it that acts like a bell but is silent and has no 

stay or slider so they cannot be accidently broken. It is connected to a computer and 

being used for training.  

 

The bells are becoming increasingly difficult to ring due to the condition of the 

installation and a rehanging project is actively being considered. The timber bell 

frame dates from at least 1820 and many of the fittings date from 1928 when a major 

overhaul and retuning project was undertaken.  

 

Three quotations from specialist bell hangers have been obtained. It is proposed that 

the bells to be re-hung in a new metal frame, slightly lower in the tower, where the 

tower is stronger and in a different configuration to avoid structural damage. The front 

three bells would be recast and the remaining bells, the oldest of which date from 

1713, retuned. New floors would be constructed above and below the new installation. 

That above to be adapted to provide a measure of sound control, by way of trap doors 

that can be operated from the Belfry. All access and ladder work to be replaced by 

that which conforms to current Health & Safety requirements. The preferred 

quotation, provided by Nicholsons Engineering, has been approved by Alan Frost, the 

diocesan bell advisor. 

 

As part of this process ceiling boss replacement has already been undertaken.  The 

poor condition of the wood worm affected ceiling bosses, which the ropes pass 

through, was such that significant and costly damage was being incurred to bell ropes.  

 

Various approvals and permissions need to be concluded along with the identification 

and appointment of a champion as fundraiser.  

 

Last year the ringers entered several of District and County striking competitions, 

often entering two teams.  

 

A tower outing to London visited and rang at some interesting towers that included St 

Lawrence Jewry in the City’s Guildhall, St James Garlickhythe - which were the 

barge bells for the Queens Diamond Jubilee, St George Martyr, Southwark, St 

Leonard, Shoreditch a 12 bell tower and Christ Church, Spitalfields. 

 



A total of 4 Quarter Peals were attempted and all were successfully scored. Three 

Peals were rung, the methods being Grandsire Caters, Yorkshire Surprise Royal and 

Cambridge Surprise Royal, the latter being by a band of visiting ringers from 

Yorkshire. 


