Transfiguration of our Lord
As Christian feast days go, the Transfiguration of our Lord must be one of the
most overlooked, if not neglected, of them and it often seems to pass without
much notice. It’s feast day of August 6th probably doesn’t help, always falling in
the middle of the summer holiday season. Although by chance, this year, it
happens to fall on a Sunday and so for those who are around, we will mark the
feast in our worship that day.
But I wonder why it is so generally overlooked. Maybe it’s because, having
celebrated the birth, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ this past
(liturgical) year, we are left wondering what the transfiguration of Jesus could
possibly add. Why is it so important and seen as worthy of a feast day? Why
does it really matter to us?
It is said that as Christian’s we live between memory and hope. The memory of
the salvation bought for us by Jesus Christ and the hope of our salvation and
life everlasting to come in the kingdom of heaven.
When Jesus ascended the mountain with Peter, James and John, those disciples
witnessed him enter a state of metamorphosis in which his divinity and glory
was revealed to them. (Matt 17, Mk 9, Lk 9) It was the revelation of the hope
that the disciples had of Jesus; that he wasn’t just a man, some kind of a
magician or prophet, but that he really was the Messiah and the Son of God.
But it was also a precious memory that I’ve no doubt those three disciples took
with them and treasured for the rest of their lives. Perhaps it gave them
sustenance when they left the mountain and returned to the everyday of Jesus’
ministry – the preaching and teaching amongst the crowds and the healing of
the sick. Soon they were to witness the passion and death of Jesus, when their
faith must have been really shaken and encroached by doubt. I wonder
whether they ever recalled the memory of the transfiguration of Jesus in those
darkest moments and whether in it they found any hope.
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For when we face the harsher realities of
this world, such as its poverty and
injustice, violence and war. Like those
three disciples and countless Christians
since, we can hold onto the memory of
Jesus Christ whose glory was revealed to
humanity – in his resurrection, his
ascension but even before that, in his
transfiguration on the mountain.
Just as when we consider the
Transfiguration it also affirms our hope.
Our hope for the day when Jesus will
come again in the full revelation of his glory, and God’s kingdom and the new
Jerusalem will be fully established and completed. Hope for the day when we
may join God in his heavenly kingdom and our own bodies will be transformed
in the resurrection.
As Christians we live between memory and hope. A memory and hope that
revolves around the person of Jesus Christ whom we believe to be the Messiah
and Son of God. It is a memory and hope that is illuminated by the transfigured
body of Jesus Christ on the mountain, when “his face shone like the sun, and
his clothes became dazzling white.” (Matt 17:2)
Emily
_______________________________

Could YOU be our next churchwarden?
At our Annual Vestry Meeting on 30 April Philip Smith was elected as
churchwarden for, we think, the fifteenth or sixteenth consecutive time. As you
may well know, Phil is not in the best of health, and while he is typically and
nobly persevering in his service to God and His church, he will not be seeking
election again.
So, as I articulated to the Vestry Meeting, we need to discern between now
and next April who might be being called to serve as churchwarden in the
coming years. I’m writing to ask you, as you’re reading this article, to consider:
‘Who might this be? and Could this be me?’
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Let me say a couple of things. First, no one should have to serve as a
churchwarden for sixteen years. As a parish we have re-applied the
Churchwarden’s measure, which means churchwardens can now serve a
maximum of six consecutive annual terms. So someone elected in 2018 would
ideally look to serve alongside Rosemary Thomson, until Rosemary completes 6
years’ service in 2021, and then serve another 3 years as ‘senior partner’, with
another new warden. And election is annual anyway, so if circumstances change
service can be for a shorter period.
Secondly, every churchwarden fulfils the role in their own way. A new
churchwarden will need to feel their way in to the role and work out, alongside
supportive colleagues, how best they can fulfil this important office. We’re not
looking for someone who will become a clone of Phil or any previous
churchwarden, here or anywhere else!
That said, the churchwarden’s role is a significant opportunity to serve Jesus,
and his church here, and at the same time a demanding, as well as rewarding
position. Churchwardens have a key role in overseeing the practical side of our
operations, caring for the smooth running of our services and the church
buildings. They share in much of the committee work which sustains our
organisation. They work alongside me as vicar, and other ministers, contributing
an important dimension to our ministry and mission. They offer support to, and
receive it from, PCC members, clergy and many others who give time and their
talents to serving God here. All this expends time, care and energy and
sometimes it can be demanding, like any authentic way of Christian living. But I
know that the vast majority of churchwardens I have served with and
encountered, over 17 years as incumbent and one-time rural dean, have found
the office a blessed way of contributing to the life of God’s church.
So…could this be you? If, after prayer, you’d like to talk about what this might
mean in detail, do please approach Rosemary, or Philip, or me, to find out
more. We’d love someone to come aboard the team of wardens and deputies
this year, with a view to joining the team in action and preparing for election
next April.
And if this article has given you that ‘I wonder if I should think about this, but
rather hope someone else will instead’ feeling, please don’t ignore it! And
whether or not being our next churchwarden is possible for you to consider,
please will you give some prayer to the question. We all need to ask God to
prompt the right person or people to consider this important matter. Thank
you.
Derwyn.
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Christian Aid Week at St Michael’s School
We started the week with a
whole school assembly, highlighting Christian
Aid’s focus on the current refugee crisis and its
work in the refugee camps.

Year 6 followed up the
theme of the assembly in
their R.E. lesson. They played
a game called A Safe Place,
which is a Christian Aid resource and is based on the board game of Ludo. The
children were given a ‘situation card’, which gave background information on
the reason why they had to leave their homes and they had to choose six items
of luggage to take with them. They had to move around the board experiencing
‘Setback’ or ‘Helping Hand’ Chance Cards along the way. The game highlighted
the many hazards encountered by refugees in their search for a safe place to
live. We ended the lesson with a very thoughtful discussion appreciating that
although it had been a game, many of the situations were based on real life
scenarios. The children also empathised with the fact that for many refugees,
arriving in a safe place is not the end of the journey, it can be just the beginning
of another long process of making a home and building a life in a new place.
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The staff raised £90 for Christian Aid by taking part in the Big Brekkie event,
organised by Miss Griffiths. They enjoyed a rare treat of sitting down and
having breakfast together before the start of school. A whole range of breakfast
items were on offer for a donation to the charity.
Sue Halliwell
RE Subject Leader
___________________________________________

The Portland Child Contact Centre is
urgently seeking a new Co-ordinator.
This is a key position to the running of the
Centre. The Co-ordinator is the first
communicator with our families and deals
with applications, arranging visits and
organising volunteer teams, with the support
of the Centre Management team.
So, if you have a few hours a week to spare
and are interested in helping children from separated families, this
might be for you.
Please contact Angela Weeks (Secretary to the Management Team) on
01279 831404 or “ angela.mweeks@ntlworld.com “ for more details.
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Annual Coffee Morning
and

Children’s Society Box Opening
St Michael’s Church
Saturday 15th July - 10am until 12noon
Everyone welcome,
especially Children’s Society Boxholders
come along with your box for coffee and cake
cakes, marmalade , jam and books for sale
we look forward to seeing you all
Please contact Pat Matthews (01279 659476) for
information on the Children’s Society at St Michael’s Church
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A Big Thank You
Jacqui and Robert Oliver would like to thank
all of the members of St Michael’s Church
who contributed to making the wedding of
Beth and Chris such a wonderful occasion
on Friday 2nd of June.
The flowers were beautiful and the music
stunning. Thanks again everyone!

COMPANY ON
SUNDAY
Fancy a Sunday lunch
with friends?
Company on Sunday exists to enable our more senior friends who
may perhaps live on their own, to come and enjoy a Sunday roast
lunch in the company of like minded people for a minimal charge.
Our lunches take place on the first Sunday of the month at 1.00 pm
in the Windhill Churches Centre, Bishop’s Stortford and usually
comprise of a 3-course Sunday roast at a cost of £10 for three
courses or £7.50 for 2-courses, either starter and main or main and
dessert.
If you would like to join us, please call me, Rob Klincke on 07818
635222 or 01279 833523 and I will tell you more!

9

Belfry News
May is the start of the competitive season for bell ringers,
the time to enter striking competitions. Saturday 20th May was particularly
busy, with St Michael’s entering two teams for the Hayden Cup, contested at
Little Hadham. Mixed fortunes were experienced here with one of our teams
having some difficulty, before finishing in 5th place. Our other team fared better,
finishing first, narrowly beating Sawbridgeworth. In the afternoon it was over to
Roydon to take part in the North West Essex competition. Here the positions
were reversed, with Sawbridgeworth the winners. Second place qualified us to
compete in the Essex County Association finals at Colne Engaine on Saturday 8th
July.

Hayden Cup Winners
Despite all this activity we had enough members to ring for a lunchtime
wedding at St Michael’s. Competition-wise we now look forward the Hertford
County Association finals at Kimpton on Saturday 30th September.
After the excitement of striking competitions, our thoughts must now turn to
the serious subject of ideas for fund raising. The present installation in the
tower is approaching 200 years old and has had little major work during that
time. It has become apparent that the time for a major refurbishment is fast
approaching. Work required will included replacement of the three smallest
bells, a new metal frame to replace the existing wooden one, lower in the
tower to provide more stability. Re-tuning the remaining seven bells and
replacing both the floors and all ladderwork. The cost of such a project is likely
to be in the region of £200k.
RFP
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On
The
Lighter
Side!
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THE GIVING MACHINE
WHAT IS THE GIVING MACHINE?
A LOCALLY registered charity helping other UK charities to benefit from a
source of free cash donations.
Over 1 million donations have been generated so far.

HOW DOES THIS HELP ST MICHAEL’S?
We are registered with the Giving Machine which means that if you shop online
your purchase can generate a free cash donation to St Michael’s.

HOW DOES THIS WORK?
When you shop on line you need to do this via www.thegivingmachine.co.uk,
and each time you make a purchase you will generate a free cash donation to
St Michael’s.

WHICH RETAILERS ARE TAKING PART?
Most of your favourite online stores are participating including Amazon, John
Lewis, M&S, Sainsbury, EBay, Next, and many travel companies and airlines.

SO WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO TO USE THIS SCHEME?
Using your phone, text MORE to 61211 or go direct to the website
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk, Then after signing in, get the Shop&Give
reminder tool, which will sit on your browser so that it reminds you to generate
a free donation to St Michael’s.
______________________________________________________________

Need a venue for a party?
Have you considered the Windhill Churches Centre? Did
you know that if you’re a member of the congregation that
you have the opportunity to use the Centre for baptism
parties, birthday parties or other events.
Details from the Parish Office .
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Country file
July & August 2017
Hello dear friend, welcome once again to St. Michael’s edition of ‘Spring/
Summer Watch’! This is such a wonderful time of the year, the fields and
hedgerows teeming with new life.
If you come down my drive at dusk you may well see the badgers which are
burrowing near the pond and have sited their ‘set’ close to the plum tree. Last
year the badgers and the crows stole nearly all the Victoria plums.
Another early morning and evening visitor is the
hare, distinctive with its long black tipped ears.
I have a couple living in and near my meadow
and see them regularly munching on my tender
plants. In the spring I see them chasing and
boxing each other, which is where the term
‘mad as a March hare’ comes from.
Unlike rabbits, they live solely above the ground
and have two to four litters a year between
March and September. When the jill, as she is
known by
locals,
is
ready
to
give birth, she scrapes a ‘form’ in the
ground and lines it with her fur. The
young leverets are born with a full coat of
fur and their eyes open and each will be
taken to a separate safe nursery place
during the day, and collected at dusk.
They hunker down and sit motionless
during the day, which is their only form of protection from foxes, buzzards and
owls. Some years ago a jill brought one of her leverets into my rockery and
collected it at dusk. Incidentally the male is known as jack and the collective
name for hares is ‘a drove’
Thinking of night visitors, the other night my security lights came on and on
investigation, right under my window on the path by the front door were a
beautiful pair of fully grown deer, happily munching on my plants!
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Let us take a walk round
the garden and let me
show you how the new
‘Olive
Grove’
is
progressing.
You may
remember last year this
was the chicken run,
which had become too
much work for me to cope
with,
so
I
have
transformed the weeded
run into another quiet
space for quiet day
reflection
with
the
addition of a little summer house and a beautiful old specimen olive tree,
which could well be over a hundred years old. As I sit looking at this and
reflecting, my thoughts go back to my visit to the Holy Land and the Garden of
Gethsemane.
Down in this part of the garden is
a strange phenomenon, come
and see. This is a very distinctive
perfect circle measuring about
5ft across the middle. Round the
circumference of the circle is this
earth like track with rabbit
droppings every foot apart. I call
this the rabbit ring, but have you
ever seen another?
I tried
googling ‘rabbit ring’ and all I
came up with were silver rings
with rabbits on them!
When you next come to visit me, our summer will be ebbing away and the
sounds and sights of autumn beginning to appear, but before that we hopefully
have two glorious summer months to enjoy the wonders of our planet and give
thanks to God for giving us such an amazing and diverse country to live in.
God Bless

June
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Love’s Labours Lost
By The Water Lane Theatre Company
6th – 8th July 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Monastery Gardens Windhill, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2ND,
Come and watch the Water Lane Theatre host their production of
Love's Labour's Lost in aid of Isabel Hospice.
Tickets are £5 each and will be available form the
Stortford Tourist Information Office on 01279 715001.
Doors open at 6pm for a 7:30pm start

Miscellaneous observations on life
Education is never as expensive as ignorance. - Anon
A compliment is verbal sunshine. - Robert Orben
With the sales in mind: Fashion is a form of ugliness so intolerable that we
have to alter it every six months. - Oscar Wilde
Your house: a portion of land covered by a mortgage.
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The Church Mouse meets his Foe
Here among the neat-hung cassocks
Amidst the rows of tidy hassocks
I dwell, a mouse of notoriety
Of whom the poet wrote a diary.
But since that day, my life is meaner
For now the church has got a cleaner!
The congregation come on Sunday
But do not know that, on a Monday
The muck and mess that they created
By her is swiftly dissipated!
She races hither and rushes thither
Efficiency that makes us quiver!
She scrubs and cleans and mops and hoovers
She cleans the windows, dusts the louvres;
And any food that’s left around
Is very swiftly run to ground.
Her industry’s so very great
That we shall have to emigrate!
So you, who come to church on Sunday
Remember those who clean on Monday!
by Nigel Beeton
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Paint with God and Quiet
Days at Albury
Next are: Paint with God Days Thursday 13th July
Thursday 10th August
Quiet Days

Thursday 27th July
Thursday 31st August

‘Paint with God Days’ or ‘Quiet Days’
are from 10.30am until 3.30pm
Please bring a packed lunch – morning coffee and biscuits
and afternoon tea and cakes provided
For more information and to book your place please ring June on 771756

COMPANY ON SUNDAY
We need your help!!!!
Company on Sunday exists to enable our more senior friends who may
perhaps live on their own, to come and enjoy a Sunday roast lunch in the
company of like minded people for a minimal charge.
We need cooks, Food prep Staff and washer-ups to ensure
everything goes well for our guests, once a month.
This is a voluntary position.

CAN YOU HELP US PLEASE?
Call Rob Klincke on 07818 635222 or 01279 833523
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Calendar July 2017
2nd Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Praise
11.15am Sung Eucharist
1.00pm Company on Sunday Lunch

3rd Monday

10.00am Craft Group WCC CH

4th Tuesday

5.00pm Youth Group WCC CH

5th Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots
3.50pm Exploring Christianity WCC CH

6th Thursday

9.30am Church Trail for Summercroft School

9th Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Communion
12.30pm Baptism
6.00pm Evensong

10th Monday

10.00am Craft Group WCC CH

11th Tuesday

8.00pm Alpha 4 Home Group 54 Mazoe Road

12th Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots
2.00pm MU Garden Party WCC and Grounds

13th Thursday

10.30am Painting with God Albury

15th Saturday

10.00am Coffee Morning with Children’s Society Box opening
7.00pm Harlow Chorus Concert

16th Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Communion
1.00pm Choir Barbecue WCC CH
6.00pm Choral Evensong

17th Monday

10.00am Craft Group WCC CH

18th Tuesday

5.00pm Youth Group WCC CH

19th Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots

20th Thursday

11.00am St Michael’s School End of Term Service

21st Friday

12.30pm Wedding
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23rd Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Communion
12.30pm Baptism
3.00pm Music for Sunday Afternoon (see page 15)
6.00pm Evensong

25th Tuesday

8.00pm Alpha 4 Home Group 21 Marlborough Close

26th Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots

27th Thursday

10.30am Quiet Day Albury

30th Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Communion

August 2017
2nd Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots

6th Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Praise
11.15am Sung Eucharist
5.00pm Bridge Youth Church

7th Monday

Holiday Bible Week until Friday

8th Tuesday

7.00pm Deanery Safeguarding Training WCC CH

9th Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots

10th Thursday

10.30am Painting with God Albury

13th Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Communion
12.30pm Baptism
6.00pm Evensong

16th Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots

20th Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Communion

23rd Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots

continued overleaf
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24th Thursday

10.30am Church Home Group WCC CH

25th Friday

1.30pm Wedding

27th Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (said)
10.00am Parish Communion
3.00pm Music for Sunday Afternoon (see page 15)
6.00pm Flower Festival Songs of Praise at St James Thorley

30th Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Tiny Tots
4.00pm Worship Group Meeting WCC CH

31st Thursday

10.30am Quiet Day Albury
__________________________________________________________

Baptisms
We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
Lily Rose Branchflower

11th June

Wedding
We congratulate and offer our best wishes to
Bethany Oliver and Christopher Burt

2nd June

Funerals and Services of Thanksgiving
We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of:
Eric Lyons

22nd May

Dawn Wall

26th May

The next Magazine will be the issue for

September 2017
The deadline for items for inclusion will be

Sunday 13th August
All items to Robert Oliver please
email: r.oliver2803@btinternet.com (Tel: 07918 121372)
alternatively leave in the tray in the Parish Office
Please include photographs when appropriate - Thank you

