
  

The Joy of … the Holy Spirit. 

Some years ago a researcher was conducting interviews about faith in 20th 
century Britain. Here is part of her exchange with one of her subjects: 

Interviewer: ‘Do you believe in God?’ 

Subject: ‘Yes.’ 

Interviewer: ‘Do you believe in a God who can change the course of events on 
earth?’ 

Subject: ‘No, just the ordinary one.’ 

I wonder what kind of God you believe in, if you do? I wonder what kind of God 
I believe in, deep down in my heart, whatever my head tells me I ought to 
think? I wonder what kind of God, God is, in his deepest, truest being? 

Followers of Jesus are invited to believe in a God who does change the course 
of events on earth. A God who can take hate away from our souls and 
substitute love. A God who can blow away apathy and replace it with fervent 
hope. A God who can gently wipe away tears of sadness and put joy in their 
place. A God who can change lives, and so change the way the world is. No 
ordinary God. 

Followers of Jesus believe in such a God because, like Jesus, they know a God 
who imparts his Holy Spirit. A God who can breathe his own being and life into 
us. A God who replaces death with unbridled life. A God who purifies us from 
sin and burns away our corruption when his fire bursts upon us. A God who 
brings a peace and calm, like a hovering dove, into souls tossed about by the 
storms of life. No ordinary God. 

This Holy Spirit can come in strange and startling signs. He can come in exotic 
tongues of ecstatic speech – but he doesn’t always, and he doesn’t have to. He 
can come in powerful words of prophecy, and in dreams and visions– but he 
doesn’t always, and he doesn’t have to. He can come in wonders and miracles 
beyond human description – but he doesn’t always, and he doesn’t have to. He 
blows like the wind, and we can’t control or command him. He is no ordinary 
God. 
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What he has promised to do, consistently and constantly, is to bear fruit in the 
hearts of those who believe in him. To bring forth love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, in the lives of 
Jesus’ followers. To create qualities which transform us, and profoundly change 
the world around. No ordinary God. 

And he can be met whenever Christians gather. Whether it’s for worship that is 
quiet and reflective, or loud and stirring, whether it’s prayer with hands in the 
air, or hands together, whether a service uses words that are centuries old, or 
that have been made up on the spot, or no words at all. In all these ways, and 
many more, the Holy Spirit can come, if our hearts are open. No ordinary God. 

So why not come and worship at St Michael’s, as we praise God for the Holy 
Spirit, on the feast of Pentecost, Sunday 4th June. There will be a quiet 
Communion at 8 a.m., a more modern Parish Praise at 10, and a stirring, 
traditional-language Choral Eucharist at 11.15. But if you do come, come 
prepared for change, in yourself and in the world around you. For the God who 
invites us is no ordinary God. 

Derwyn. 

———————————————————————- 

The Alban Pilgrimage   

There are still places available to join the 
St Michael's coach to take us to this 
spectacular event on Saturday 24th June 
2017: a celebration of the life of Saint 
Alban who gave the city its name. The 
unique and dramatic event sees giant 
carnival puppets retrace Alban's last steps 
and tell his remarkable and moving story. 
Roman chariots, centurions, lions, roses 
and executioners all take their place in the 
procession. The cost is £15 for travel and 
we suggest you bring a picnic as do many 
others attending and we will leave the 

Church at 9am on the day and so please sign up in the Welcome area 
asap. Any queries please speak to me soon.  
Rosemary Thomson 758389.  
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St Michael’s Mothers Union 

Since my last report, our MU branch has been most active. In March, we continued 
our tradition of making and giving out of posies to the children at the 10am service 
on Mothering Sunday. Also, on Monday, 27th March, many of our members attended 
the 'Lady Day Service', this year hosted by the MU Sawbridgeworth branch. 
Claire Conquest was our speaker in April, where we 
enjoyed hearing about and seeing slides of the 
beautiful fish and coral etc. in her underwater scuba-
diving adventures.  

Our speaker in May, was 
Jan Dean, the B/S MU 
Deanery Chair, who spoke 
to us about her recent 
private visit to Uganda 
(Jan and her husband had 
lived in Uganda during 
the 1980's), and had been 
invited back to meet 
many dear friends. She 
certainly kept our interest well and truly intact!  When 
hearing and seeing how the people in areas of this 
country live and in such simple conditions, once again 

we know how fortunate we all are here. 
We look forward to our June meeting, when Margaret Blascos, our own MU member, 
will be talking about her artwork and that of her Art Society. 
MU continues to help people/organisations both here and all over the world.  Our 
own branch raised £761 last year contributing to this. We also gave £200 to Holiday 
Bible Week and £100 to Portland Contact Centre. Recently, the sum of £50:000 relief 
fund was sent to South Sudan via other NGO's. Help is given also to various hospitals 
in the UK, such as Bedford, Lister and Barnet, to name but a few.  
As always, our branch meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month in the WCC, at 1:45
-2pm. All visitors are most welcome. 
 
Heather Johns.  Branch Leader. 
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News from St Michael’s School 2017 

 
This term the pupils are thinking about Good To Be Me and how special and 
unique each individual is and how they can use their God given talents and 
skills for good in school and beyond. 

Year 5 have been reflecting on this and writing prayers, some of which are here 
for you to read:- 

In class activities Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 enjoyed Cowboy and Cowgirl 
themed drama workshops and all had a great time acting and performing 
together. 

 

(Herbie) Dear God 
Thank you for our wisdom but please help us to use it in the right way so 
we do not deny you. 
(Sam) Help us to tell the truth and be honest. Then we can trust each 
other and be better friends. 
(Jayden) Thank you for our gifts and talents.   Help us to persevere at 
things we often fail at and for us to be thankful for OUR talents. AMEN 
(Sophia) Dear God 
Let us all know that it is good to be us and to be yourself. Give us 
courage for the times when we are afraid and scared.   Give us wisdom 
for the times we need to make the right choices and when we need to 
help others. Thank you for the light in the world and giving us the gift to 
give light to others when they need it. Thank you for guiding us be 
truthful and honest and teaching us this is the right thing to do so that 
we can be trusted. AMEN 
(Ian)  Dear God 
Please help us to show courage when we are scared, light when the world 
is dark, show honesty so people trust us, never be tempted to tell lies, 
and to use all these gifts you have given us with wisdom. So we can all 
make a difference when we use OUR gifts wisely.  AMEN 
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An art competition to draw a book character was recently held throughout the 
school and the overall prize was won by Florence in Year 6. Her prize was to 
choose an Usborne book kindly donated by Tracey Mannings. 

MINDFULNESS is a word that seems to crop up quite a lot at School recently  
and  a workshop was held as an introduction to mindfulness parenting. The 
parents who attended were provided with mindful activities to help them and 
their children deal with anxiety, unhelpful feelings and improve daily life. This 
was a worthwhile evening and it also explained some of the approaches which 
are beginning to be used in the classroom:- 

Continuing to develop the Building Learning Power, Growth Mind Set and 
Philosophy for Children approaches, as well as embedding Christian values, 
including understanding, peace, thankfulness and joy. 

Continuing to implement a “restorative approach” to conflict and negative 
behaviour and ensure everyone is given time to tell their side of the story and 
be heard. Then to find ways together to move forward and improve the 
situation for the future. 

Training for staff on “Flourishing Mindfully in School. 

Set up a “Body Balance” lunch club for pupils. This is all part of the new vision 
for school and to be carried forward into the new academic year. I think we can 
all learn something from Mindfulness! Walking to School week took place 
during the week 15-19 May and the children were able to participate in this 
annual event which aims to encourage parents and children to try and walk to 
school, even if it is only part of the way. Walking to school has been shown to 
be of great benefit to children to be in the fresh air and exercise, which helps 
the brains be active during the day.  

This is the last time that I write as a Foundation Governor as my 4 year term 
ended in May. My association with St Michael’s School goes back a very long 
way! My late husband , Peter , attended in the 1940s before winning a free 
scholarship to Bishops Stortford College, our children Julia and Andrew 
attended in the 1970s and 1980s (when they were fortunate to be taught by 
Beryl Jones for 2 separate years) and I was a Governor, first time round, for 12 
years through the 1980s and 1990s Everything about the School is very special 
to my family and long may it continue! 

Rosemary Thomson 
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Keith was 

very strict 

about 

confetti in 

the 

churchyard 

We did keep warning the Vicar not to pick a 
fight with the flower arranging team! 

On 

The 

Lighter 

Side! 
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COMPANY ON SUNDAY 

Fancy a Sunday lunch 

with friends? 

 

Company on Sunday exists to enable our 
more senior friends who may perhaps live on their own, to come 
and enjoy a Sunday roast lunch in the company of like minded 
people for a minimal charge. 

Our lunches take place on the first Sunday of the month at 1.00 pm 
in the Windhill Churches Centre, Bishop’s Stortford and usually 
comprise of a 3-course Sunday roast at a cost of £10 for three 
courses or £7.50 for 2-courses, either starter and main or main and 
dessert. 

If you would like to join us, please call me, Rob Klincke on 07818 
635222 or 01279 833523 and I will tell you more!  
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Friends of St Michael’s AGM 
 

The Friends of St Michael’s AGM will be at the 
Windhill Churches Centre on 21st June at 8pm.   

 

Tansy Collins speaks about her work investigating 

listed historic buildings in Hertfordshire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tansy Collins has for many years been responsible for investigating planning 
applications for archaeological and architectural interest.  The team was 
formerly called Hertfordshire Archaeological Trust but was privatised to 
Archaeological Solutions and is accredited to undertake work primarily in 
Hertfordshire but in adjoining counties too.  Her work has taken her into most 
of the interesting old buildings in the county and she was recently organising 
the annual conference of the Vernacular Architecture Group which was based 
this year in Hertfordshire and resident at Hoddesdon. 
There will be refreshments after the talk,  All welcome to this meeting which 
should interest all local history fans. 
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Notes from the Choir 

I am very conscious that my last report started by praising the choir for their part 
in enhancing our Christmas worship, and was determined not to start the same 
this time; but how can I not.  The 'Jazz Mass' setting on the Sunday before Lent 
certainly enhanced Derwyn's festival theme and Faure's Requiem on Palm Sunday 
lead us peacefully and thoughtfully into Holy Week.  I am sure many of you would 
like me to enhance your thanks for the time and effort all our choristers commit 
to our worship not only on the 'big' occasions but all year round. 

Choral Eucharist will replace our usual Choral Evensong at 6:00pm on Sunday 18th 
June, when the choir will sing Louis Vierne's spectacular Messe Solennelle for 

Choir and 2 organs.  A second, substantial, digital ‘Hauptwerk’ organ will be 

installed on the west end gallery for the service (French-style) and will be 

played by a second organist along with the church’s main organ.  Please do 

join and support us in doing something that has never before been 

attempted in St Michael’s and  after the service for a glass of (French) wine and 
nibbles. 

On Friday, 30th June at 6:30pm we are having an open choir rehearsal for 
trebles.  At this session any child between seven and sixteen can come along to 
choir practice and then join us for a food and fun session, where the children can 
meet socially and parents can ask any questions about the commitment and get 
to know us better.  Although this is aimed at the trebles any adult who would like 
to have a taster before joining us is also very welcome to come along 
too.   Currently we have fourteen choristers on roll but due to today's children 
having a very active out of school life means that some weeks we are very short of 
trebles.  Hopefully by enrolling at least another six trebles we will have an 
acceptable number every Sunday that the choir is singing.  Please do encourage 
anyone you know to come along and see what we are about.  No child (or adult) is 
given a voice trial - all that is required is an interest and enthusiasm for singing 
and a willingness to make (after a trial period) a regular commitment to the choir. 

We hope to see many of you on these occasions.  

Veronica Jones 
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Country file June 2017 
 

Hello again my friend, I thought we could begin by having our coffee in the 
gazebo and catch up on our news before taking Minty for a walk round the 
meadow. 

As you know, May was a really dry month and all our gardens are suffering.  The 
new seeded grass, in what I call ‘The Olive Grove’ (because of the new olive 
tree) is not taking very well, there are a lot of bald patches and deep cracks in 
the soil.  The pond is almost dry and many of my shrubs are showing signs of 
stress.  A hose pipe ban with a garden as large as this is a nightmare.   

Every time you come down the drive 
you comment on the ‘lion’ on the lawn; 
‘Lennie’ makes quite a few people 
jump, especially if they arrive at dusk 
and see him for the first time. 

I had all the family over recently 
celebrating my youngest grandson’s 
sixteenth birthday and after lunch we all 
walked round the meadow.  When we 
reached the 900 year old oak tree with 
its enormous twenty-five foot girth, one 
of the agile youngsters decided he 
wanted to climb it.  I told him to be very 
careful as it was hollow in the middle 
and I did not fancy calling the fire 
brigade to haul him out if he fell!  He 
very daringly stood on the edge of the 
void and took an amazing photograph.  
Many years ago one of our cats became 

ferial and started living in this tree, we often wondered what eventually 
happened to her, now seeing this enormous hollow, I think I know! 

 



13 

In this area the other day I saw a 
beautiful barn owl swoop 
majestically down to catch its 
supper, I stood mesmerized, its 
grace and size was breath-taking. 
Barn owls feed mainly on small 
mammals such as voles, mice and 
shrews as well as small birds and 
insects.  The barn owl’s heart 
shaped face collects sounds in the 
same way as human ears, and has 
the most sensitive hearing of all 
creatures; the fact that it catches its 
prey by sound not sight, enables it 
to hunt at night.   

It has been a week of large white birds, early the other morning I noticed a very 
large whitish bird in my walnut tree which could have been the rough legged 
buzzard, although the common buzzard can also be very pale.  The 
distinguishing feature of the rough legged buzzard is that it has feather 
‘pantaloons’, which sadly I could not identify through the branches of the tree. 

With so many large birds of prey as well as magpies, jays, jackdaws and 
woodpeckers all enjoying an egg for breakfast, it’s a miracle that the small birds 
manage to rear a little family. 

June is the ideal month for bedding plants, as hopefully this month will be frost 
free; this year I am going to plant mainly geraniums and begonias as they are 
drought tolerant.   The begonias are a gardener’s delight as they need very little 
attention and don’t demand regular dead-heading like the geraniums, roses and 
other perennials; you probably saw all my geraniums in the greenhouse, which I 
have over-wintered for the third year running. 

When you leave, please remind me to give you a spring cabbage.  Those I 
planted in the greenhouse last autumn have fed me through the winter; I have 
eaten so many that I begin to look like a cabbage!  See you next month.  

God Bless 

June 
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Bishop’s Stortford Methodist Church 

South Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, CM23 3AZ 

 

Saturday 20th May 2017 at 7pm 

Service followed by a reception. 

 

RSVP @ bishopstortford@streetpastors.org.uk 

Come and celebrate 

Bishop’s Stortford Street Pastors  

10th Anniversary 
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Midsummer Dinner for Isabel Hospice 
at the  

Lemon Tree with Musical Interlude  
21st June 7:00 pm - 10:30 pm 

Lemon Tree Restaurant, 14-16 Water Lane, Bishop's Stortford, CM23 2JZ,  
Join us for a delightful summer dinner at the Lemon Tree, a family run inde-

pendent restaurant in the centre of Bishop's Stortford who specialise in mod-
ern British cuisine and use the finest local ingredients for their dishes.  

All guests will receive wine on arrival, followed by dinner  
with a musical interlude.  

A raffle is being held on the night, so you could win some great prizes!  
Tickets are £30 per person. 

Call Renee Friend on  01279 755320 or more information, or to you buy  tickets  

Need a venue for a party?  

Have you considered the Windhill Churches Centre?  Did 
you know that if you’re a member of the congregation that 
you have the opportunity to use the Centre for baptism 
parties, birthday parties or other events.   
Details from the Parish Office. 
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Nigel Beeton recently lost his father. ‘He died quite suddenly in 
early March, but, praise God, he was 84, fit and healthy, completely 
independent until a few days before he died. Nevertheless, I was 
feeling terribly sad as I washed the car one Saturday morning. It 
was dirty after a significant number of trips back and forth to 
Banbury, where he lived. As I wept gently while I worked, I heard 
the bells of St Edmundsbury Cathedral on the wind as they 
celebrated a wedding. I live a mile and a half away from the 
Cathedral, but the wind was blowing from that direction. They 

cannot possibly realise how much good they did that morning! They 
blessed far more people than just the wedding party. So this poem 
is dedicated to all those tremendous people along the length and 
breadth of Britain who give up their time to keep church bells 
ringing in praise of God. Thank you! 

 

Church bells on the 

Wind 

   It matters not how sad you feel 
   If eyes, with tears, are dimmed; 

   Your heart will lift to hear the peal 

   Of church bells on the wind. 

 

   Was e’er a sound that had the pow’r 

   To touch one feeling grim – 

   To bring relief in gloomy hour 

   Like church bells on the wind? 

 

   I love that sound upon the breeze 

   With joy my soul is twinned! 

   And I give thanks upon my knees 

   For church bells on the wind. 

 

   By Nigel Beeton 
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Paint with God and Quiet 

Days at Albury  

  Next are: - 

Paint with God Days   Thursday 15th June   

       Thursday 13th July 

     Quiet Days         Thursday 29th June  

       Thursday 27th July 

‘Paint with God Days’ or ‘Quiet Days’  

are from 10.30am until 3.30pm 

Please bring a packed lunch – morning coffee and biscuits  

and afternoon tea and cakes provided 

For more information and to book your place please ring June on 771756 

 

COMPANY ON SUNDAY 

We need your help!!!! 
 

Company on Sunday exists to enable our more senior friends who may 

perhaps live on their own, to come and enjoy a Sunday roast lunch in the 

company of like minded people for a minimal charge. 

We need cooks, Food prep Staff and washer-ups to ensure 
everything goes well for our guests, once a month. 

 
This is a voluntary position. 

CAN YOU HELP US PLEASE? 

Call Rob Klincke on  07818 635222 or 01279 833523 
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Calendar June 2017 

1st  Thursday  9.45am  Church Home Group WCC CH 
2nd  Friday   1.30pm   Wedding 
3rd  Saturday  9.30am  Prayers for our Community WCC CH 
     10.00am Town Twinning Service 
 
4th Sunday Pentecost 

  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 
     10.00am Parish Praise 
     11.15am Choral Eucharist 
     1.00pm   Company on Sunday Lunch WCC CH 
     5.00pm  Bridge Youth Church  Holy Trinity 
      All welcome to join us celebrate First Birthday  
5th  Monday   10.00am Craft Group WCC CH 
6th Tuesday   11.00am Staff Meeting WCC CH 
     1.30pm  St Michael’s School yr3 visit 
     7.30pm   Friends of St Michael’s meeting WCC 2 
     8.00pm  Outreach Meeting  WCC 2 
7th Wednesday  10.00am Holy Communion 
     10.45am Tiny Tots 
     3.45pm  Exploring Christianity  WCC CH 
10th Saturday  1.30pm   Wedding Rehearsal 
 
11th   Trinity Sunday  

  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 
     10.00am Parish Communion 
     12.30pm Baptism 
     4.00pm  Messy Church 
     6.00pm  Evensong 
12th Monday   10.00am Craft Group WCC CH 
13th Tuesday   8.00pm   Alpha Home Group 14 Marshbanks 
14th Wednesday  10.00am Holy Communion 
     10.45am Tiny Tots 
     3.45pm  Exploring Christianity  WCC CH 
     1.45pm   Mothers Union Meeting  WCC CH 
     1.45pm   BS College yr3 visit 
15th Thursday  9.45am  Church Home Group WCC CH 
     1.30am   Paint with God Albury  
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17th Saturday  1.30pm   Wedding 
 
18th Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 
     10.00am Parish Communion 
     6.00pm  Choral Eucharist (Vierne Messe Solenelle) 
19th Monday   10.00am Craft Group WCC CH  
21st Wednesday  10.00am Holy Communion 
     10.45am Tiny Tots 
     3.45pm  Exploring Christianity  WCC CH 
     7.30pm   Friends of St Michael’s AGM WCC CH 
     7.45pm   Finance Committee Meeting WCC 1 
24th Saturday     Alban Pilgrimage (see p2) 

  1.50pm  Armed Forces Day Procession  
      from Basbow Lane to War Memorial   
 

25th Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 
     10.00am Parish Communion 
     12.30pm  Baptism 
     3.00pm  Sunday Afternoon Concert (see p10) 
     3.00pm   Newcomers Welcome Party WCC CH  
     6.00pm  Evensong 
26th Monday   10.00am Craft Group WCC CH 
27th Tuesday   11.00am Staff Meeting WCC CH 
     8.00pm   Alpha 4 Home Group 1 Chestfield Close 
28th Wednesday  10.00am Holy Communion 
     10.45am Tiny Tots 
     3.45pm  Exploring Christianity  WCC CH 
     7.30pm  WCC Management Committee Meeting  
            WCC St John’s Hall 
29th Thursday  9.45am  Church Home Group WCC CH 
     10.30am  Quiet Day Albury 
     7.00pm   Wedding Rehearsal 
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The next Magazine will be the  double month issue for  

July and August 2017 

The deadline for items for inclusion will be 

Sunday 11th June 

All items to Robert Oliver please 

email: r.oliver2803@btinternet.com (Tel: 07918 121372) 

alternatively leave in the tray in the Parish Office  

Please include photographs when appropriate  - Thank you 

Baptisms   

 We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 

  Joe Grace           3rd May 

  Albie Heath        14th May 

  Benjamin Wood        28th May 

Wedding 

 We congratulate and offer our best wishes to 

  Laura Phillips and Karl Needham   20th May 

Funerals and Services of Thanksgiving 

 We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of: 

  Barbara Fagg          8th May 

  Brian Bayford       17th May 

   


