October 2017
Three Years of Curacy
It’s hard to believe that it’s been three years since I joined you all at St
Michael’s. It seems like no time at all since I was writing my introductory piece
for the parish magazine back in 2014. But as many of you know this means that
my curacy comes to an end this autumn and I shall be moving on, so I expect
this shall be my final magazine article.
I’m sure I shall speak to most, if not all, of you before I go but I’d like to take the
opportunity here to say a big thank you before saying goodbye. I have loved
getting to know you all over these past three years. You were all so welcoming
and patient in those early months as I learnt the ropes of ministry.
I have learnt a lot throughout my curacy at St Michael’s and whilst I look
forward to moving on to pastures new and starting a new chapter of my
ministry elsewhere, I shall be sad to say goodbye to you all.
It has been lovely to have joined you in ministry and worship over the past
three years and it has been a real privilege to have been invited by some of you
to walk alongside you during those significant life moments of yours in my
baptism, wedding and funeral ministry.
I have really enjoyed my ministry with St Michael’s School in leading church
assembly and collective worship with Nursery and Reception. I feel very lucky
to have had a curacy where the relationship between the church and school
has been so great.
I have loved my ministry with children and youth of the parish, particularly with
Messy Church. Thank you ever so much to those who helped with that
experiment and venture – I hope you had as much fun as I did! Setting up
Bridge Youth Church alongside Holy Trinity and All Saint’s churches was also
something of a crazy venture but we stepped out in faith and it has been lovely
to see this develop and thrive. I may well be popping back on the odd occasion
to visit BYC and I’m really hoping I might be able to join them for another
camping trip to Soul Survivor next summer.
So as the time approaches for me to bid farewell, I would like to say a big thank
you to my colleagues; Derwyn, Derek, June, Rob and Katharine from whom I
have learnt a lot and a big thank you to you all because you’ve also taught me a
lot and I have loved ministering amongst you at St Michael’s during the last
three years. Thank you.
Emily
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1517 and all that ... The Relevance of the Reformation Today
A day conference run in partnership with the Newman Association
and St Albans Cathedral Study Centre
The Protestant Reformation, in its noble aim of radically purifying Christian
belief and practice, convulsed Europe and led to massive fragmentation and
conflict. The next centuries saw the resulting divisions spread throughout much
of the world, with different western Christian traditions developing quite
different heritage and cultures. The last 100 years has seen a re-examination of
the Reformation goals and convergence towards greater Christian unity. What
has been the impact of the Reformation on the world of today – religious and
secular? Four speakers from a range of western Christian traditions will give
their views, followed by a panel discussion.
Speakers:
Bishop Martin Lund
(Bishop of the Lutheran church in Great Britain)
The Revd Canon Dr Charlotte Methuen
(Anglican Priest, University of Glasgow)
The Revd Professor John Morrill
(University of Cambridge, Roman Catholic Deacon)
The Revd Dr Patricia Took
(former President of the Baptist Union of Great Britain)

Date: Saturday 28th October 2017 (10.30 – 3.30)
Venue: St Columba’s College, St Albans, AL3 4AW
Cost: £30 (£10 for students) to include lunch
Please book online at www.stalbanscathedral.org/learning/study-centre
by phone on 01727 890290, or at our Box Office in St Albans Cathedral
Booking closes on 21st October.
Please email studycentre@stalbanscathedral.org if you have any dietary
requirements by this date. If you are booking a student ticket, please bring your
student ID on the day.
If you have any queries, please e-mail studycentre@stalbanscathedral.org
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St Michael’s Mothers Union
The Mothers Union does not meet in August (holiday time!). So, our next
Branch Meeting was September, when we welcomed Gaillie Pollock, whose talk
was about the Contexture Theatre, which, together with her husband, Simon,
was founded in 2013, at Rhodes. Their aim was to bring drama and
professional actors closer to home. Now, however, their plays are being
performed at Harlow
Playhouse and Hertford
Theatre. She gave us a
wonderful insight to these
plays and what goes on
'behind the scenes'. Many
other activities, too, are
being explored, such as
Acting Workshops and
Play Writing Classes for all
ages. So, a very interesting
and enjoyable afternoon
was had by all.
At the meeting, on behalf of our members, I had the pleasure of presenting a
lovely orchid to Elspeth Lewin for her's and Richard's Golden Wedding
Anniversary, which they are celebrating this month. Also, flowers for Pat and
Alan Matthews, who have just celebrated their 55th Wedding Anniversary.
In between our branch meetings our committee continue to meet and already
we are putting together next year's programme of speakers and different
activities.
The Branch meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in the
WCC, at 1-45 for 2pm. All visitors are most welcome.
Heather Johns. Branch Leader.
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The Parish Breakfast
The first Parish Breakfast on Sunday
10th September was welcomed as a
success by all those who attended. A
profit of £52 was raised which will go
towards the next order of "My
Baptism" books, one of which is given
to each child on the occasion of their
baptism and well received. Our
thanks go to Caroline Dunn and all
those who helped.
The next Parish Breakfast is planned for 9.00am on Sunday 19th November.
___________________________________________

Appeal for Deputy Chairman for
Company at Christmas
Company at Christmas is looking for a Deputy
Chairman, who would “shadow” the present
Chairman this year and then take over as Chairman in
2018.
The role is immensely rewarding and enjoyable. It involves co-ordinating the
organising committee and overseeing the various tasks that need to be done.
It demands some availability of time during December in order to meet the
Volunteers and also to learn about the Guests. The Party on Christmas Day, for
people who live alone, is one of the happiest events that is organised by
Churches Together throughout the year. I recommend it wholeheartedly, and
will be pleased to supply more information to anyone who might be interested
in becoming the new Deputy Chairman.
Please contact Mione Goldspink, (present Chairman of Company at Christmas.)
Tel. 01279 656634

email mionegoldspink@hotmail.com,
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A trip to the

Christmas Gift
and Food Fair
at

Ely Cathedral
Saturday 18th November
This event, now in its sixth year, is widely acknowledged as one of East Anglia's
exceptional Christmas shopping experiences. There will be an appealing
selection of new trade stalls alongside their most popular previous exhibitors
Whatever you are looking for, whether a special gift, distinctive home wear and
accessories, or seasonal produce, you'll be spoilt for choice. An interesting
programme of live demonstrations will feature during the day to include festive
cake decorating and seasonal floral arrangements. Musical entertainment will
be provided by the Cathedral choristers and other local performers and there
will be other attractions for families including a traditional carousal plus some
very special elves with their friendly reindeer! So I think there will be
something for us all to enjoy.
A coach will leave back of Thorley Sainsbury’s at 9.30am and return from Ely
around 4pm. The cost which includes Fair entrance will be £20 per person and
children £10. We aim to arrive in Ely around 11am to give time for coffee/early
lunch before our reserved entry at 1pm.
I have provisionally booked 50 tickets for which you are asked to place your
name in the folder on the Welcome desk, with immediate payment to me
either in cash or a cheque payable to St Michael's PCC. Please do not leave any
payments in my pigeonhole. Early booking is recommended as the final booking
must be made in the next week or two. If you have any queries please speak to
me soon and I look forward to being with you on the day.
Rosemary 758389
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St Michael’s
Holly Fair 2017
Saturday 2nd December.
Our first planning meeting was held on 5th September when 17 kind people
attended to offer their help for this important charity fundraising event.
Everyone was able to contribute ideas to ensure that the event, which is being
held this year in both the Windhill Churches Centre halls (St J's as well as our
own) is as successful as possible. Now the work begins! If you feel YOU would
like to be included in this please do come to our next meeting on Wednesday
11th October in the WCC at 8pm and/or contact me in person or telephone.
Many thanks and look forward to seeing you.
Rosemary Thomson, Churchwarden"
_____________________________________

Quotes of the month
Observations on daily life
Deeds are fruit, words are leaves.
Anon
Progress is a tide. If we stand still we
will surely be drowned. H Mayfield
It was a brave man who ate the first
oyster. Anon
Worry is the darkroom in which
negatives can develop. Anon
Anytime things appear to be going
better, you have overlooked
something. Pessimistic Anon!

Archaeologists will date any old thing.
Anon
Executive ability: Deciding quickly and
getting somebody else to do the work.
J G Pollard

With Harvest in mind...
.. it’s strange to me
How very full the church can be
With people I don’t see at all
Except at Harvest Festival
John Betjeman
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COFFEE MORNING
AT ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
Saturday October 28TH 2017
10AM - NOON

All Welcome
Come along and browse the stalls
and enjoy coffee and cake and fellowship
books, jewellery, homemade produce, bric a brac, cards
fresh coffee, homemade cake
You can make an early start on
your Christmas shopping!!

Contributions of paperbacks, jewellery, bric-a-brac, cakes
and raffle prizes gratefully received
Pam Johnson-Cook 504012 jandpjc@dsl.pipex.com
If you would like to have a stall at the coffee morning or know of
anyone who might be interested please get in touch with Pam
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The St Michael’s Men’s Group
On Tuesday 12th September we held the first meeting of the newly formed
Men's Group. Nine of us met in the Half Moon pub to share in some
conversation and a few beverages. It was a good opportunity to meet some
new people.
Thanks to everyone that came along on Tuesday. It was good to meet some
new people in the church community. As discussed with those of you that were
there on the night we will look to arrange another get together before
Christmas.
Suggestions for future gatherings have included: Drinks and a curry, (The
Shadhona and Zara were mentioned), a guest speaker, sing along (probably
with drinks), trip to Ely Cathedral, a visit to the Brewery at Saffron Walden (with
more drinks!).
If anyone has any further ideas or a suggested venue or would even like to host
please let me know.
For information, for future events I've been asked to look at a different date in
the month to avoid clashes with other events. So please have a think about
what days and dates might work.
If you are interested in attending future get-togethers, please
email john_c_dunn@hotmail.com I can also be reached on my mobile
07973119546.
John Dunn
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The prescription you can’t get at the chemist…
As you get older, you should be given a
dog on prescription. That is the unlikely
finding of a recent study at Cambridge
University and the University of East
Anglia.
The researchers found that owning or
walking a dog was one of the most
effective ways to beat the usual slowingdown in later life. It seems that elderly
people who own a dog are active for at
least 30 minutes a day more than their
counterparts with no dog.
And when it rains or is cold outside? No
problem – for the study also found that
older people with dogs were far less
impacted by weather, and that they went
ahead with walking – rain or shine, wet or
dry. Overall, their physical activity even
on miserable days was 20 per cent higher than those without pets.
The researchers confess: ‘We were amazed to find that even on the coldest,
wettest and darkest days, dog walkers were more physically active and spent
less time sitting than did the non-dog owners on the long, sunny and warm
days of summer.’
Thus, the team has suggested that dog ownership or community schemes for
dog walking could be prescribed to older people by their GPs.
____________________________________________________
Perhaps the dog-walkers in St Michael’s might consider forming some sort of
dog-walking group where they could offer to take church members without
dogs along on their daily walks ????

11

On The Lighter Side!
On a random theme this month!
Music
The musicians of a symphony orchestra had little confidence in the person
brought in to be their new conductor. Their fears were realised at the very first
rehearsal. The percussionist, realising that the conductor did not know what he
was doing, angrily clashed his cymbals together during a delicate, soft passage.
The music stopped. The conductor, highly agitated, looked angrily around the
orchestra, demanding, "Who did that? Who did that?"
The glass
To the optimist, the glass is half full. To the pessimist, the glass is half empty.
To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.
There are three religious truths:
a. Jews do not recognise Jesus as the Messiah.
b. Protestants do not recognise the Pope as the leader of the Christian faith.
c. Baptists and Methodists do not recognise each other in the off-license.
Accident
As my five-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald's one day, we passed a
car accident. Usually when we see something terrible like that, we say a prayer
for whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my son, "We should pray."
From the back seat I heard his earnest voice: "Dear God, please don't let those
cars block the entrance to McDonald's."
Stories
As part of his talk at a charity dinner, a minister told some jokes and a few
funny stories. Since he planned to use the same anecdotes at a meeting the
following day, he asked reporters covering the event not to include them in
their articles. Reading the paper the following morning, he noticed that one
well-meaning junior reporter had ended his story on the dinner with the
observation "The minister told a number of stories that cannot be published."
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Country file – October 2017
Welcome my dear friend to the White Cottage, come let us wander outside and
enjoy what may well be the last of the warm days before the winter takes
centre stage, devouring our light mornings and evenings. Many of my friends
dread the long dark winter evenings, but I love them. For me it is a time to rest
from watering and weeding, pull the curtains and cosy up beside the fire,
shutting out the howling icy winds and allowing my body and my spirit to
rejuvenate.
But before that scene, we have the God given joy
of watching the trees turn from an array of vibrant
greens to amazing shades like copper, gold, and
burnt amber. The lawns which are looking lush
and green are daily being decorated with a
scattering of fallen leaves and in the flower beds
the long awaited autumn favourites like the
sedums, asters and the Chinese lanterns are
glowing a brilliant orange in the late autumn sun.
Two years ago these lanterns were in the large
bed on the other side of the garden, but the
cheeky little darlings decided to move house, and
have all taken up residence round the phormium.
I have to compliment them, as I would not have
thought of this arrangement, which at this time of the year looks stunning.
Let us take a walk and look at the trees
before they begin to loose their leaves,
they have all grown so much this year,
probably due to the warm spring and wet
summer. The walnut tree has had a
magnificent crop of walnuts, almost
entirely harvested by my resident
squirrels! The cedar of Lebanon which
was grown from a seed planted in 1991 is
now a fully grown majestic tree, its trunk
fast outgrowing the circumference of the
metal seat surrounding it.
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Sadly the horse chestnut trees have again been blighted with the same disease
as in previous years, strangely the variegated chestnut trees are not affected.
Whilst researching the cause of the chestnut
disease, I came across a new release from the
Forestry Commission reminding us to look out for
and report caterpillars of the Oak Processionary
Moth, which could be damaging oak trees in the
area. OPM is an invasive tree pest and feeds almost
exclusively on oak leaves.
In large numbers they can strip trees bare and leave
them vulnerable to other pests, diseases and drought.
They can be recognised by their very long white hairs
which contrast markedly from other caterpillars who
have short hairs. They are most likely to be seen in
summer on oak trees; their nests, which are usually
shaped like a tear-drop, occur attached to the trunk or
the branches. We are being urged to report any
sightings to the Forestry Commission by contacting
them on opm@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or by calling 0300
067 4442 , and they will come and safely remove the caterpillars and their
nests. I have just checked my five oaks, and all are clear.
In the bird kingdom, sadly the greenfinches
continue to die of a virus which is spreading
rapidly. This year, for the first time since 2013, I
have had a pair of song thrush in the garden, well,
had, as they have both been killed flying into my
windows. To compensate for this loss, this
morning for the very first time I saw a kingfisher
by my pond.
Well my dear friend, drive carefully through the
estate soaking in the beauty of God’s creation,
and let us together thank God for an abundant
harvest rejoicing in the fact that ‘All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms
begin’
See you next month.

June
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500 years ago this month, on the 31st October 1517, Martin
Luther nailed his famous 95 Thesis on the Castle Church door
in Wittenberg.
The Reformation
The light had dawned, now Luther saw
That all his works would count for nought,
Indulgencies could never sway God
Or make him fit for Heaven’s court.
Such realisation changed his life,
And Martin now saw things anew,
It’s only by grace he could be saved
And not by anything he could do.
It was the Son’s redeeming death
That paid the price for sin in full,
Not by works that any should boast,
And not by any Papal bull.
Such is the wonder of salvation
When the Father from above,
Poured out His peace and grace upon us
And kissed our guilty world in love.
By Megan Carter
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Last Night of the Proms
Saturday 14 October, 7pm
at
Foakes Hall Stortford Rd Great Dunmow CM6 1DG
The Mayor of Great Dunmow is holding a Charity Concert - 'Last Night
of the Proms' on Saturday 14 October at 7pm, performed by the
Dunmow Wind Band in aid of Grove Cottage and the Dunmow Atlantis
Swimming Club.
Tickets are £8 for adults, children are free. Available
from
dunmowwindband@gmail.com,
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
dunmow-wind-band or from Great Dunmow Town Council Office,
Stortford Road.
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Water Lane Theatre Company presents

WYRD SISTERS
In his book Wyrd Sisters Terry Pratchett takes Shakespeare’s Macbeth and turns
up the plot “until the knob comes off”. It is all there -a wicked Duke and
Duchess, the ghost of a murdered King, a Fool, dim soldiers, strolling players
and a new born baby. After murder and skulduggery in the royal palace the
land, itself now suffering under the corrupt Duke, cries out for a new leader and
the Wyrd Sisters must listen.
In this dramatic adaptation by Stephen Briggs it’s time for Granny Weatherwax
and her two companions, Magrat Garlick and Nanny Ogg to get involved in
matters both magical and regal and give the land the King it deserves.
This is a must for Pratchett fans.
Wyrd Sisters will be performed at the Charis Centre in Water Lane Bishops
Stortford on Thursday 9th, Friday 10th , Saturday 11th November at 7.30pm,
doors open at 7.00pm
We are raising money for The Alzheimer’s Society during the production.
All tickets are £9.00 and are available at the Tourist information office in
Bishops or on line through our website www.waterlanetheatrecompany where
a booking fee will apply.
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Paint with God and Quiet
Days at Albury
Next are: Paint with God Days Thursday 12th October
Thursday 9th November
Quiet Days
Thursday 26th October
Thursday 30th November
‘Paint with God Days’ or ‘Quiet Days’
are from 10.30am until 3.30pm
Please bring a packed lunch – morning coffee and biscuits
and afternoon tea and cakes provided
For more information and to book your place please ring June on 771756

1st October Isabel Hospice Service of Remembrance & Thanksgiving - 3pm
The Memorial Hall, Bishop's Stortford College, Bishop's Stortford, CM23 2PJ,
Everyone is welcome to come to this years’ service of Thanksgiving and
Remembrance. Please feel free to bring friends and family with you and join us
for refreshments after the service. If you would like more information, please
contact Anita on 01707 382500.
21st October Voices for Hospices 7:00pm
Part of a wave of concerts celebrating The Hospice Movement
The Chapel, Haileybury College, Hertford, SG13 7NU.
Harmonaires, the region's freshest choral group are singing in beautiful
Haileybury Chapel with a programme of your favourite songs, traditional,
modern, moving and uplifting, featuring acclaimed MD and soloist Josephine
Cowley. All in aid of Isabel Hospice.
Tickets are £25 and include wine and canapes in the interval.
All enquires: Barbara Doherty barbara@thedohertys.info
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Calendar October 2017
1st Sunday

Harvest Festival
8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Praise

11.15am

Sung Eucharist

1.00pm

Company on Sunday Lunch

2nd Monday

10.00am

Craft Group WCC CH

3rd Tuesday

11.00am

Staff Meeting WCC CH

4th Wednesday 10.00am

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

3.45pm

Confirmation Session WCC CH

5th Thursday

9.45am

Church Home Group WCC CH

7th Saturday

7.30pm

Organ Concert (see page 15)

8th Sunday

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Communion

12.30pm

Baptism

4.00pm

Messy Church WCC CH

6.00pm

Evensong

9th Monday

10.30am

Wardens Meeting WCC CH

10th Tuesday

7.30pm

WCC Management Committee WCC St J

8.00pm

Alpha 4 Home Group 1 Chestfield Close

11th Wednesday 10.00am

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

1.45pm

MU Meeting WCC CH

3.45pm

Confirmation Session WCC CH

8.00pm

Holly Fair Meeting WCC CH

12th Thursday

10.30am

Paint with God Albury

13th Friday

2.00pm

Hillmead School Harvest Service
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15th Sunday

16th Monday

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Communion

6.00pm

Choral Evensong

10.00am

Craft Group WCC CH

18th Wednesday 10.00am

Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

3.45pm

Confirmation Session WCC CH

19th Thursday

9.45am

Church Home Group WCC CH

22nd Sunday

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Service of the Word
for 500th Anniversary of the Reformation

11.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Reformation Anniversary Service

12.30pm

Baptism

6.00pm

Evensong

23rd Monday

(School Half Term Week)

24th Tuesday

8.00pm

25th Wednesday 10.00am

Alpha 4 Home Group 7 Dane Park
Holy Communion

10.45am

Tiny Tots

26th Thursday

10.30am

Quiet Day Albury

28th Saturday

10.00am

Coffee Morning (see page 7)

29th Sunday

8.00am

Holy Communion (said)

10.00am

Parish Communion

10.00am

Craft Group WCC CH

7.30pm

Harlow Chorus Rehearsal

2.00pm

Pastoral Group Meeting WCC 2

30th Monday
31st Tuesday
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Baptisms
We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
Elodie Willis

10th September

Njeri Kariuki

17th September

Funerals
We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of:
David Woodward

8th September

Madeline Jones

12th September

Olive Taylor

21st September

The next magazine will be the issue for

November 2017
The deadline for items for inclusion will be

Sunday 15th October
All items to Robert Oliver please

PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
email: r.oliver2803@gmail.com (Tel: 07918 121372)
Please include photographs when appropriate - Thank you

