
  

An important anniversary 
It was 1818. King George III was on the throne, but due to his illness (which 
many called madness), his son George was acting as Regent. Jane Austen’s 
Northanger Abbey was published. Emily Bronte was born. The Old Vic theatre 
was founded, and Dr James Blundell performed the first blood transfusion. The 
Napoleonic wars had ended just three years earlier. 

It was 1818. A very different time and world from our own. But at that moment 
in history the people of St Michael’s, Bishop’s Stortford made a decision which 
continues to impact our church and community today. They became part of the 
growing Church Schools movement, by founding St Michael’s Church of England 
school, to serve the people of this town and parish by providing an Anglican 
education for the community’s children. 

St Michael’s was founded under the auspices of the Church of England’s 
National Society, which in 1811 began its mission to establish a Church School 
in every parish of the nation. This mission had a variety of thrusts. It was 
motivated by a desire to help the poor – those whose families would not 
otherwise be able to afford a formal education for their children. It was aimed 
at inculcating Christian (and specifically Anglican) knowledge and doctrine. And, 
arguably, it was intended as something of a socially conservative movement, to 
counter the forces of secular revolution and non-conformist dissent, nurturing 
children to be loyal to the established. status quo. 

That was 1818. Two centuries later much has changed. Society has developed 
in many ways, becoming more plural and more secular, at least in its formal 
organization. The relationship between church and state has transformed. The 
world of education has revolutionized many times over. The St Michael’s School 
of 2018 looks completely different to the school founded two hundred years 
ago. 

And yet some at least of those founding principles are just as key. That vision to 
serve the local community is being shared with the schoolchildren of 2018 as 
they explore and implement the Christian value of ‘Service’ this term.  
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The Christian faith undergirds the life of the school and gives a strong 
grounding for the philosophy of its education. Christian distinctiveness in 
worship and ethos is something the school tries to encourage and develop on a 
constant basis. And the opportunities St Michael’s Church continues to benefit 
from through our relationship with our church school are fruitful and precious. 
Our world, our challenges and concerns are not those of 1818. But the Church 
of England’s involvement in education remains a wonderful gift, in our own 
parish’s mission, and that of many others. 

You may have been connected to St Michael’s, as a pupil or governor, a teacher 
or parent, at some point in the past. Perhaps it was formative to you, or your 
family. But whether or not you have personal connections with St Michael’s, 
why not celebrate its Bicentennial at our Parish Communion on 17th June at 
10am? Members of the school will contribute to our worship. We will have a 
guest preacher – the Archdeacon of Hertford. We’ll give thanks for the past and 
look to the future. And we’ll have the opportunity to do just what St Michael’s 
was founded for – to help local people learn the truth and ways of God. 

Blessings from Derwyn. 

Ely Cathedral  
Flower Festival   

We only have 2 tickets left for 
this outing on 23rd June and if 
you would now like to come 
along please let me know 
asap.  
Many thanks.   
Rosemary  758389 
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St Michael’s Mothers Union 
Our MU May Branch meeting was an outing to St Giles Church, Gt Hallingbury. 
On arrival at the beautiful church, we were greeted by our hosts, Mr Philip Hays 
and Mrs Heather Hays. Philip then gave us a most interesting talk on the history 
of the church of St Giles, who, incidentally, is the Patron Saint of cripples, 
beggars and lepers. The 
church was probably built 
on a Roman site and has 
many wonderful 
architectural features and 
is steeped in history. It is 
believed that Henry 
Parker, 10th Baron 
Morley's daughter, Jane 
Parker, was married to 
Ann Boleyn's brother, 
George, in this church in 
1524/25. The church was 
restored and largely 
rebuilt in 1874, by John 
Archer-Houblon, the then Lord of the Manor of Gt Hallingbury. 
Heather, who is the church warden, then served us with a most delicious cream 
tea!  
After a further look around the church, our members reluctantly left, having 
had a most enjoyable afternoon. 
Our June speaker will be Diane Moss, who is a trustee of MU. Her talk is on, 
'Jesus, His Ministry in Galilee'. 
As always, visitors are most welcome to our meetings held on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month in the WCC, at 1:45pm for 2pm. 
 
Heather Johns. Branch Leader. 
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The Church Bells  

Restoration Appeal 
The ambitious campaign has been launched to raise £200,000 for 
a church bells restoration project.  The Bishop’s Stortford St. 
Michael’s Society of Change Ringers is the driving force behind the 
venture.  The ten bells inside the Windhill landmark are in 
desperate need of preservation works – seven need retuning and 
the three smallest need to be re-cast entirely. 

Bell expert Andrew Nicholson, of Nicholson Engineering Ltd which will be 
carrying out the work, was one of around 50 people at the launch.  They also 
included the Mayor, Cllr Colin Woodward, who has pledged to spend £2,000 
from his Herts County Council locality budget to repair the sixth bell and he 
donated an extra £250 from his Mayor’s Charities Fund to pay for one of the 10 
new bell-ropes required for the rehung bells. “St. Michael’s has been at the 
heart of civic life and heritage for centuries.” said Cllr Woodward.  “Its bells rang 
when Elizabeth I visited in 1578 and during the 92nd birthday week of our 
current Elizabeth.  May the bells ring out for another 100 years and beyond!” 
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At the launch event in the WCC members of St. Michael’s bellringers were on 
hand to speak to attendees about the project which is also being supported by 
the Friends of St. Michael’s.  A video of the ringers practising was shown, and a 
model bell and bell fittings were on display to demonstrate the work required.  
John Barnes of the Bell Restoration Committee of the Central Council of Church 
Bell Ringers, also attended.  He said: “It was good that the vicar, Reverend 
Derwyn Williams, spoke well and that Andrew Nicholson of Nicholson 
Engineering Ltd gave a wonderful presentation of the technical aspects of the 
project.”  Mr Barnes was especially impressed with the St. Michael’s bellringers 
themselves; the group of 18 meets in the church tower every Thursday evening 
for a 90-minute rehearsal.  “I liked it that the ringers were wearing their bell 
ringers’ polo shirts and were clearly an active, well organised, forward-looking 
group.” he said. 

The above, a slightly edited version of an article and together with the photo of 
the Mayor and Nick Hughes, is reproduced from the Bishop’s Stortford 
Independent local newspaper with the kind permission of its editor Paul 
Winspear. 

Please take a look at our fundraising video: 
https://saintmichaelweb.org.uk/church-bells-restoration-appeal/ 

Nick Hughes 
Tower Captain 
Bishop’s Stortford St Michael’s Bell Ringers 
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Oberammergau Passion Play 2020 

An information meeting was held on 13th May and we already have 14 people 
signed up for our 5 day tour to Bavaria in June 2020 which is very pleasing. We 
only need 15 in number to proceed. If we have 25 we can then also plan the 
itinerary to suit ourselves more.  

If you would like details of this most wonderful event please do speak to me 
soon. Many thanks. Rosemary Churchwarden 758389 

USPG – JUSTICE FOR GIRLS IN SOUTH INDIA 

The Charities Support Group are 
organising for Jessica Prakash-Richard and 
David Brand from USPG  to come to our 
Parish Praise Service on Sunday 1st July and 
Jessica will be making a short presentation 
about a project called "Justice For Girls" 
upstairs in WCC after the service, starting 
at 11.15am and all are welcome. 

CSG have recently decided to support this 
project (Justice for Girls - South India) as a 
link project with USPG. 

Martyn Greenwood - Treasurer - CSG 

Jessica Prakash-Richard 
Coordinator Asian Women's 
Resource Centre for Culture 

& Theology 
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St. Michael’s School  

          1818 - 2018 

               Bi-centenary celebrations 

To help us celebrate 200 years of providing an outstanding education for 
children in the Bishop’s Stortford community we are holding a series of 

events. If you are a past pupil, parent, staff or friend of the school please join 
us at one, or all, of the events shown below. 

Friday 15th June  2pm at school 

Birthday Tea party with all current pupils and staff 

All welcome 
6pm – 9pm 

Barbeque and disco on the School Field 

Tickets £6.00 for a family and £3.00 for individuals 
Barbeque and Bar 

Saturday 16th June 

12.30pm  Rhodes Art Centre 
Procession in Town Carnival – come and give us a 

wave! 

Sunday 17th June 

10am St. Michael’s Church 
Holy Communion Service  

If you can’t make any of these events maybe you could join us on 

 Saturday 23rd June for the Summer Fayre (12pm to 3pm) 
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Isabel Hospice Fund Raising Events  

Ware Choral Concert Requiem 
9th June 7:30pm - 11:55pm - Drill Hall, Ware, SG12 9HP 

Join Isabel Hospice at the Requiem 70th anniversary since the choir was re-formed 
following the war. This Memorial Concert is being held in aid of Isabel Hospice. 
Tickets including programme cost £20 reserved and £18 unreserved. To get your 
tickets or for more information please contact Pauline at Ware Choral by emailing 
pauline@warechoral.org.uk.  

Garden of Memories  
16th June 3pm – 5pm - Van Hage Garden Centre, Great Amwell, Ware, SG12 9RP 

You are invited to join Isabel Hospice to remember your loved ones and share happy 
memories at our annual Garden of Memories remembrance ceremony. Upon 
receipt of your donation, we will hand write the name of your loved one on a 
sunflower symbol, ready for you to collect on the day, and place in the Garden of 
Memories. The Garden of Memories is a symbolic display available to view during 
the ceremony. After the ceremony you can take your sunflower home with you. 
Every penny raised from this event will help us help more local people who are living 
with a life limiting illness, to put as much sunshine as we can, into every day. To 
make a dedication go to www.isabelhospice.org.uk/gardenofmemories or, please 
contact Laura on 01707 382534, or email laura.pigott@isabelhospice.org.uk. 

Millers Cottage Garden Party 
17th June 2pm – 5pm - The Millers Cottage, Pig Lane, Bishop’s Stortford, CM22 7PA 

Join Isabel Hospice at this romantic Cottage garden covering 4 acres with hundreds 
of roses, a woodland brook side walk and a wedding pavilion. There will be musical 
entertainment and stalls and there is a large free car park on site. Tickets cost £5.00 
on entrance (this does not include cream teas). This even is being held in aid of 
Isabel Hospice. For more information contact Renee by emailing 
renee_friend@msn.com or call 01279 755320. 
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ANNUAL  

COFFEE MORNING 
AND BOX OPENING 

 
SATURDAY 7th JULY – 10 a.m. to 12 noon 

 
IN THE CHURCH 

 
Everyone welcome, especially Children’s Society Boxholders 

 
Come along with your Children’s Society box for coffee and cake 

 
Cakes, marmalade, jam and books for sale 

 
Looking forward to seeing you all 

 
Boxholders unable to come please contact Pat Matthews (01279 

659476) 

Knitting wool  
 
As a break from my Warden duties I relax in the evenings watching TV but also 
knitting garments for overseas charities looking after the needs of children!  

I am fast running out of wool and, rather than having to buy, I am hoping that 
some of our readers may have unused wool which they are unlikely to need.  

I would be most grateful to receive any colour and any number of balls large 
or small.  

Please leave in my pigeonhole in Church or hand to me on any Sunday.  

Many thanks. Rosemary 758389  
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Country file June 2018 
 

Welcome once again to my cottage garden.  Driving through the leafy lanes on 
this beautiful sunny morning, I’m sure was a delight.  The hedgerows at the 
moment are beautifully adorned with cow parsley, although not everybody 
would agree with this statement, as in many areas it has become an invasive 
weed killing off many small wild flowers. 

Cow parsley, otherwise known as 
hedge parsley, Queen Anne’s lace or 
mother’s die, its botanical name 
being Arthriscus Sylvestris or wild 
chervil, is part of Umbelliferae or the 
carrot family, so named as the 
decorative flower heads resemble an 
umbrella.  

I tried to find out why it is called 
‘cow’ parsley, but as yet have not 

found a connection to our beautiful cows.  Its other name of Queen Anne’s lace 
is thought to have originated in the time of Queen Anne who loved to ride 
through the lanes in her carriage, particularly in May and local people thought 
that the hedgerows had been specially planted in her honour! 

As with many of our plants, our forebears used them for medicinal purposes 
and cow parsley was used for stomach, kidney and breathing difficulties and 
also as a cold remedy.  I understand it is also edible and found recipes for pesto 
and frittata made with cow parsley.  Although the recipes always come with very 
serious health warnings, as hemlock, which is deadly poisonous, is very similar 
at first sight.  Cow parsley smells slightly of parsley and aniseed whereas 
hemlock has been described as smelling of ‘an old mouse nest’, that’s if you 
have ever smelt one!! 

Apparently in 399 BC the Greek philosopher Socrates was sentenced to death 
for corrupting the youth of Athens and failing to believe in its Gods and he 
chose to die by drinking hemlock, he was 71 years old.  I was fascinated to learn 
that he never wrote a word, but all his sayings and philosophies were written 
down by Plato.  It is interesting that people never question his authenticity but 
will question the life and work of our Lord Jesus Christ who lived nearly 400 
years later!   
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And so back to 2018 and the cottage 
garden!  The crows who caused so 
much damage to my windows and 
paintwork last year seem to have 
accepted my presence and left me 
alone, which is such a relief.  The 
bird that has been a nuisance this 
year is a thieving magpie.  Yes 
thieving, every morning I replenish 
three of my bird feeders with new 
fat balls and when my back is 
turned, they disappear.  Not to be 
outwitted by a bird, I thought ‘how 
can I stick the fat balls down so they 
can’t be airlifted so swiftly?  So this 
morning I melted some lard and 
dipped the balls in the fat, hoping 
that as the fat solidifies, this will 
anchor them in place, I will let you 
know if my little plan works. 

Minty is very good at shooing the 
big birds away, but unfortunately 
she is usually preoccupied with her 
annual squirrel watch on the other side of the house.  I have taught her not to 
chase the pheasants and she will sit just watching them strut up and down.   
Fred the pheasant has become very demanding and will stand at the back door 
calling me to put out the morning ration of grain.  Incidentally, I keep meaning 
to ask you if you have heard the cuckoo this year; I haven’t, which is very 
upsetting given the rural location of my cottage. 

As in previous months, the white deer has been a regular visitor along with 
several of its friends, unfortunately they are very partial to many of my prize 
shrubs, but this is the price to pay for having these magnificent animals in my 
private zoo.  Well my friend, please feel free to wander around, but I need to 
water the greenhouse and pull up some beautiful weeds. 

God Bless 
June 
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Paint with God and Quiet 

Days at Albury  

Next are: - 

Paint with God Days Thursday    14th June 
         Thursday    12th July 

 Quiet Days       Thursday    28th June 
            Thursday    26th  July 
Both Days are from 10.30am until 3.30pm 

Please bring a packed lunch –  
morning coffee and biscuits  

and afternoon tea and cakes provided 
For more information and to book your place  

please ring June on 771756 
 

Baptism   
 We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 

  Aria Alder        13th May 

Wedding 
 We congratulate and offer our best wishes to 

  Hannah Ryan and Robert Hester   11th May 

Funerals  
 We extend our love and prayers to the family and friends of: 

  Walter Ridout       3rd May 

  Cynthia Fisher       9th May 
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Calendar  - June 2018 
 

3rd Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am  Parish Praise 

    11.15am  Sung Eucharist 

    1.00pm   Company on Sunday Lunch 

    5.00pm  Bridge Church (in the church) 

4th Monday  10.00am  Craft Group 

    7.00pm   Alpha Course WCC 1/2  

6th Wednesday 10.00am  Holy Communion 

    10.45am  Tiny Tots  

8th  Friday  9.00am  Mums of St Michael’s Prayer and Fellowship   
              Group WCC CH 

 

10th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am  Parish Communion 

    12.30pm  Holy Baptism 

    6.00pm  Evensong 

11th Monday  7.00pm   Alpha Course WCC 1/2 

12th Tuesday  8.00pm   Alpha 4 Home Group  21 Marlborough Close 

13th Wednesday 10.00am  Holy Communion 

    10.45am  Tiny Tots 

    1.45pm   MU Meeting WCC CH 

    7.30pm   Friends AGM WCC CH 

    7.45pm  CTBS Forum  Methodist Church 

14th Thursday  10.30am  Paint with God  Albury 

15th Friday   St Michael’s School Bicentenary (see pages.1,2 and 7) 

 
17th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am  St Michael’s School Bicentenary Service as part  
           of Parish Communion 

    6.00pm  Choral Evensong 
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18th Monday  10.00am  Craft Group 

 7.00pm   Alpha Course WCC 1/2  

20th Wednesday 10.00am  Holy Communion 

    10.45am  Tiny Tots 

    1.45pm   YR 3 BS College visit 

21st Thursday  9.45am  Church Home Group WCC CH 

23rd Saturday     Parish Outing to Ely Cathedral Flower Festival 

       St Albans Pilgrimage  

 

24th Sunday  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

    10.00am  Parish Communion 

    12.30pm  Holy Baptism 

    3.00pm   Music on Sunday Afternoon 

    6.00pm  Evensong 

25th Monday  7.00pm   Alpha Course  Bring and Share Meal WCC CH 

26th Tuesday  8.00pm   Alpha 4 Home Group  14 Marshbanks 

27th Wednesday 10.00am  Holy Communion 

    10.45am  Tiny Tots 

28th Thursday  10.30am  Quiet Day  Albury 

30th Saturday     Armed Forces Day 

    3.00pm   Wedding Blessing  

The next magazine will be the double month issue for  

July and August 2018 
The deadline for items for inclusion will be 

Sunday 10th June 
All items to Robert Oliver please 

email: r.oliver2803@gmail.com (Tel: 07918 121372) 

Please include photographs when appropriate  - Thank you  
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Finally on the Lighter Side ! 

It will be interesting to 
see if anybody has the 
nerve to claim them! 

The Flower arranging 
team pulled out all the 

stops. 

Sound System!!? 
The vicar at a local church experienced some technical problems with the 
sound system one Sunday. Instead of starting the service as usual with ‘The 
Lord be with you’, he said: ‘There’s something wrong with this microphone.’ 

Not hearing this, the congregation responded: ‘And also with you.’ 

 

Seagull 
A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran up 
to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in 
the sand.  ‘Daddy, what happened to him?’ the son asked. 

‘He died and went to Heaven,’ the father replied.  The boy thought a moment 
and then said, ‘Did God throw him back down?’ 


